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2005 
Glob al News Tic fandon unched a Master of Arts degree with a debit card, signing the receipt 
in The Beatles. The course is called “The as “John Doe.” The police were able to 
act a, 


, Popular Music and Society” andis track him down through the use of his 
- broker ‘down i into four 12-week modules. debit card. (AP) 
_ The university claims to be the first inthe  >>>A 57-year-old woman from Longview, 
‘UK, and possibly the world, to have suca Washington, was stopped by employees 
postgraduate course. (Reuters) for shoplifting after a 12-hour shop- 
->>>Shawn Thomas Lester of Charleston, ping spree inside a Winco Foods store. 
- West Virginia, attempted torobaconve- Although she paid $80, she managed to 
nience store with a gun in hand, When a__ steal more than 100 small items, includ- 
customer entered the store, however, he _ ing greeting cards, sunglasses, and batter 
Hope U: east became flustered a paid | be asoft drink _ ies. She is now in jail for theft. (AP) 
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CHENGLIN YUAN (I) 


Looking back over selected issues of 
the Argo from the past 40 years has been 
amazing. Despite the constant reminders 
of Boston Latin’s history, we rarely think 
about our everyday lives in the context 
of this history. Sure, we remember Argo 
having Production Weeks in the Mac lab 
in the basement (do any of those comput- 
ers still work?), in Ms. Freeman’s personal 
computer lab in 307 (the glory days), and 
now in the Photolab. We remember for 
mer EICs, from Muching Zhang (recently 
graduated from George Washington) to 
Julia Arnous (now a sophomore at Har- 
vard) to the power team of KleinZhu 
(now attending... Harvard). We remember 
more Final Fridays than we'd care to. Yet, 
despite these minor differences, it feels 
like not much has changed (until the ’08- 
’o0g staff came up with enough innovative 
ideas to make a comeback comparable to 
Saturday Night Live’s, of course). 

Yet these yellowed issues bring a 
whole new perspective. 

First of all, there has been a lot of 
variation in the length of issues. Granted, 
previous generations had a much more 
complicated printing process (see Mr. 
Flynn’s historical analysis on page 6). 
This is a topic that may seem trivial, yet 
to those of us who lose weeks of sleep at 
a time trying to fill those pages, it is of 
the utmost importance. 

Let us take the February-March 


1995 issue, for example. In this lovely 
piece from the Argo archives, the Editor’s 
Note was written by Co-Sports Editor Jeff 
Abramo, I, who is now probably about 32 
years old. He writes while looking back 
at a 1988 issue of the Argo and is, as he 
says, “laughing my head off.” He asks 1995 
readers, “when you pick up a newspaper, 
do you prefer reading words or staring at 
a blank space?” in reference to the fact 
that the 1988 issue “left convenient blank 
spaces intermingled with an occasional 
article or two throughout the paper,” the 
entirety of which is 12 pages long, allow- 
ing for their “triple spaced pages with two 
inch margins.” 

Besides the obvious differences in 
the way that Mr. Abramo and I would 
describe such a phenomena (I would write 
that as “two-inch,” using proper English 
punctuation), I’d like to take a similar ap- 
proach to looking at his own issue. 


Abramo ends, “in 10 years, even our 


beloved Argo may be looked upon with 
amusement by the future Argo editorial 
staff. They may even be able to print a 
better Argo than is being printed today. 
It may happen. Yeah, right!” 

14 years later, all I can say is, 
hmm. 

First of all, Mr. Abramo, your own 
beloved issue is only 12 pages long. Yes, 
you have avoided the triple spacing that 
1988 was forced to resign to, but your 
front page is an illustration of a wolf read- 
ing an Argo. The 2008-2009 Argo strives 
for professional, informative content and 


-format, so our front page (barring this 


celebratory issue) looks like a professional 

newspaper's — you know, with news. 
And while your issue may have pro- 

tected readers from being forced to stare 


at blank spaces, half of the last page is a 


News 


“Boston Latin‘ School Argo 


calendar, and advertisements throughout 
the issue take up at least another full 
page. So, we’re down to 9.5 pages of actual 
content — oh, wait. Is that another calen- 
dar, on page 11? So, actually, we’re down to 
9 pages of actual content. Not too smug 
now, are we, Mr. Co-Sports Editor? 

But all formatting woes aside, the 
Argo has done some pretty spectacular 
things. In Mr. Abramo’s very own year, 
the Argo experienced possibly its biggest 
controversy, when a letter from a teacher 
was printed expressing anti-gay senti- 
ment. The Boston Globe wrote about the 
incident, neglecting to mention the con- 
structive outcomes (BLS’s Gay-Straight 
Alliance was formed as a result of the 
schoolwide discussion) and EIC Hilary 
Krieger (now the Washington Bureau 
Chief for The Jerusalem Post) wrote a leg- 
endary Editor’s Note not only explaining 
the entire situation, but defending the 
Argo staff decision, the author of the 
original letter, and the First Amendment 
rights of everyone involved. 

Since 1969 - the year of John and 
Yoko’s bed-in, the Nixon Doctrine, and 
Woodstock -- the world has changeed 
quite a bit. The Argo has, and continues 
to, evolve alongside BLS and Boston. Our 
methods and topics may have changed, 
but we maintain our goal of covering 
school, local, and national news fairly 
and thoroughly. Mr. Abramo is right: it 
#s amusing to see what BLS kids were 
thinking 10, 20, 30 and 40 years ago, but 
rather than think that this year is the 
Argo’s pinnacle, we hope that in 10 years, 
we will pick up a bigger, better 2019 Argo 
and read it in amazement. 


~-Queen Arsem-O’ Malley, I 
& Chenglin Yuan, I 


Depressing Next Depression? 


By Nick SERGEANT, III 


& Ky_e Moore-Anp™erson, III 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 


Over the past year, Americans have 
seen the greatest drop in the stock mar 
ket since the Great Depression (1929- 
1940). The market has dropped over 
5,000 points since its peak in the fall of 
2007. Nobody can predict the future of 
the economy, but statistical data from 
the Depression Era offers a glimpse of 
what is yet to come. 

Preceding the Great Depression, 


scarce government intervention, this 
practice contributed to a total collapse 
of the stock market with a retracement 


population. Nearly 9,000 banks declared 
bankruptcy. 

The current economy is eerily 
similar to that of the 1930s. Banks were 
financing houses like the stocks of the 
1930s. There was lots of leverage, with 
the anticipation the housing prices would 
continue to accelerate. Today we have 
about a 50% retracement of the stock 
market so far. The unemployment rate 
hovers around 9%. Bank failures have 
been limited by a modern government 
intervention program, the Troubled As- 
set Relief Program (TARP). 
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Kein Holocaust? 


By RACHEL McKay, nia 


STAFF WriTer 


‘Twenty years ago, Bishop Richard 
Williamson and the Society of St. Pius 
X were excommunicated by the Ro- 
man Catholic Church for “schismatic” 
doings. Coincidently, Williamson was 
reinstated by the current Pope Bene- 
dict XVI within days of an interview 
aired by a Swedish TV station, in which 
Williamson denied aspects of the Ho- 
locaust. 

Bishop Williamson stated in the 
interview that he believed less then 
300,000 Jews died in the Holocaust. He 
also denied that gas chambers were used 
to murder the six million victims. In the 
interview, 
which is 
available on 
YouTube, 
Williamson 
appears 
composed 
and com- 
pletely sure 
of himself, 
ignoring 
much that 
has been 
accepted 
knowledge 
about the 


BISHOP RICHARD WILLIAMSON 


ultimately left the country. 

The question is: why did Pope 
Benedict XVI reinstate Williamson, 
along with other heads of the Society 
of St. Pius X? According to the Vatican, 
Williamson’s controversial statements 
are his own and have nothing to do with 
his reinstatement to the church. 

Bishop Williamson denies these 
key aspects of the Holocaust due to 
“lack of historical evidence.” Could it 
be plain anti-Semitism? According to 
Williamson, “If anti-Semitism is bad, it’s 
against truth. If something is true, it’s 
not bad. I’m not interested in the word 
anti-Semitism.” 

It is almost unanimously agreed 
that gas chambers were used as in- 
struments of 
death during 
the Holo- 
- caust. Does 
that mean 
that it is a 
good thing, 
because it is 
true? 

Wie 
jamson is 
not the only 
spublic fig- 


DISCHE-ZEITUNG 


S parts of the 
Ie 
<Holocaust. 


rim es 
commited during the Holocaust. His- 
tory tells us that millions were killed 
by carbon monoxide and Zyklon B 
in gas chambers, remnants of which 
still stand today. Overwhelming wit- 
ness testimonies, photographs, and 
records prove the existence of these gas 
chambers. Williamson 
merely cites an obscure 
friend, who is familiar 
with the design of gas 
chambers, claiming the 
chambers were neither 
airtight nor efficient 
enough to kill millions 
of people without also 
killing nearby Nazis in 
the process. 

- The consequenc- 
es of Williamson’s in- 
terview were harsh. 
After it aired, Wil- 
liamson was expelled 
from Argentina, where 
he was the leader of a 


Iranian pres- 
ident Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has de- 
nied the Holocaust completely. In 1985, 
publisher Ernst Ziindel was convicted of 
“false news,” after printing Did Six Mil- 
lion Really Die? by Richard Harwood. 
The book provides false evidence and 
denies details of the Holocaust. As a re- 
_ sult, Ziindel was im- 
_ prisoned for fifteen 
months. The outcry 
for his freedom of 
speech was so huge, 
however, that the 
case was overturned 
in 1992. 
' In his interview, 
_ Williamson does give 
one grain of truth: 
“Historical truth goes 
by evidence, and not 
by emotion.” 
Perhaps he is 
correct that history 
tends to fabricate it- 
esself if there is strong 
emotion attached. 


Society of St. Pius X ——s 
Seminary in La Reja, near Buenos Aires. 
He was subsequently given ten days to 
leave the country. 

Argentina’s Jewish population and 
Jewish leaders praised their government’s 
decision. People such as Elan Steinberg, 
Vice President of the American Gath- 
ering of Holocaust Survivors and their 
Descendants, called Williamson’s expul- 
sion a “blow against hate.” Williamson 


ByYukun Li, I 


__News EDITOR 


Despite the wildly tasty popular 
ity of chocolate during Valentine’s Day 
, Easter, and people’s everyday lives, we 
here at Argo feel as though chocolate 
deserves more attention and coverage. 
So without further ado, here are the 
latest chocolate tidbits. 

This year’s March 9th marked 
the soth birthday of America’s most 
popular doll. In honor of Barbie’s 
birthday, Hershey has collaborated 


Maybe we should only go by historical 


evidence, instead of emotional eyewit- 
ness accounts. The generation that still 
remembers and survived through the 
Holocaust, however, is rapidly fading. 
We would not have history without 
emotion. Williamson does not under 
stand that denying something cannot 
make it go away and that we must face 
these tragedies in order to grow. 


~ News 


gure to rebut. 
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Silent 


- By Davi Ma, ie 


StaFF WRITER 


Sixteen-year-old Elizabeth Mun of 
Wellesley, Massachusetts was a girl with 
big dreams. An avid athlete, artist and 
distinguished scholar, she hoped to fol- 
low in her mother’s footsteps and attend 
Brown University after graduating from 
Concord Academy. But in the early morn- 
ing of February 15, after wandering from 
an all-night house party, Mun was found 
floating in a shallow pool of water, barely 
breathing, under freezing temperatures. 
She was pronounced dead at Children’s 
Hospital. The main suspect in her death? 
Alcohol. 

Mun’s tragedy echoes the story 
of Ben Barber from Marblehead, Mas- 
sachusetts. On New Year’s Eve, Barber, 
intoxicated with rum, walked away from 
an unsupervised party at a classmate’s 
house. 

With temperatures below zero 
and snow falling, Barber disappeared 
alone into the night. Fortunately, Ben 
survived his encounter with alcohol and 
freezing temperatures. After six hours of 
searching, firefighters eventually found 
the missing ore He suffered from a 
case of se- 
vere hypo- 
thermia 
and frost- 
bites, but 
he is still 
alive. 

ASCE 
cording to 
Statistics 
from the 
Center for 
Disease 
Control 
and Pre- 


Killer 


students consumed any alcohol in the 
prior month, the rate spiked up to forty- 
six percent. 

Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High 
School recently suffered from an un- 
derage drinking incident at a home 
football game. Two students ended up 
in the hospital with alcohol poisoning 
and seven more were suspended. The 
M.A.D.D. (Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving) chapter in Massachusetts has 
proposed that high schools enforce 
a strict rule which would require all 
parents to accompany their children to 
home games. 

It has been speculated that par 
ents are also partially responsible for 
their children’s drinking habits. Daisy 
Magner (VJ) says, “Parents definitely 
have a role in teenage drinking deci- 
sions. Parents teach their children im- 
portant morals, which they should use 
in life. This might be a stereotype, but 
I also believe wealthy children usually 
drink more because they can afford to 
and their parents are more lenient.” 

Warren Luo (I) adds, “My parents 
told me not to drink, that’s why I don’t 
drink. One of my friends drinks to get 
over girls, but I believe most teenagers 
drink for the 
thrill. Most 
kids hate the 
flavor of alco- 
hol, but they 
drink it any- 
ways. They 
just like the 
efeeling of get- 
Bting drunk. 


3G ll never 
pdrink.” 


It is un- 


vention, 
an estimated one hundred and twenty- 
five teenagers drown annually in cases 
involving alcohol. Roughly forty-one 
teenagers die in alcohol-related fires 
per year and another thirty-seven die in 
alcohol-induced falls. These numbers, 
however, are relatively miniscule com- 
pared to the number of teenagers who 
die from drunk driving. Over thirty-five 
hundred teenagers died while driving 
under the influence in 2007. 

In a study conducted by the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, Massachusetts’ 
rate of teenage binge drinking--drinking 
more than five drinks in one sitting- 
-has decreased in the past few years. 
Even so, this rate is still one of the 
highest of underage teen binge drink 
ing in the United States. In 2006, more 
than eleven percent of Massachusetts 
teenagers, between the ages of twelve 
and seventeen, were reported for binge 
drinking in the previous month. In 
2007, when the survey asked whether 


Du Chocolat 


with the Barbie company to make the 
world’s first ever Hershey’s Barbie doll, 
a brunette in a chocolate-colored dress. 
The doll will be on sale for $43.19 anda 
celebration involving hot cocoa will 
be held at Hershey’s Chocolate 
World. 

Despite the persistent and com- 
mon belief that eating chocolate is a 
cause for pimples, a product in Great 
Britain known as Acne Care choco- 
late bars can actually act as a cure for 
pimples and acne. This type of revolu- 
tionary chocolate has earned a place 


among the most popular ingestible 
beauty products. 

Camel milk is known to be abun- 
dant in vitamin C and minerals but low 
in fat, making it the perfect ingredient 
for dairy products. In accordance, the 
Viennese manufacturer Manner, known 
for its sheep and goat chocolate, is 
the first in the world to actually make 
chocolate from camel milk. So far, 
however, this product is only available 
in Arab countries. 

While consumer spending and 
sales have decreased for many products 


accident, but it is a fact that there was 
alcohol at the house party and that no 
adults were present when she wandered 
off, just as there were no parents at the 
New Year’s Eve party that Barber at- 
tended. These two incidents should of- 
fer insight to parents about the teenage 
party culture. Parents are often unaware 
that binge drinking is a common cause of 
tragedies such as Mun’s and Barber’s. 

Mun is the second teenager to 
die after leaving a party in the past few 
months. In October of 2008, seventeen- 
year-old Taylor Meyer of Plainville, 
Massachusetts was found drowned in a 
swamp in Norfolk, Massachusetts after 
wandering off from an underage drink 
ing party. 

Unfortunately, it takes these kinds 
of tragic events to expose the dangers 
of underage drinking to students and 
parents. Hopefully, the deaths of these 
teenagers will help decrease the number 
of future alcohol-induced accidents and 
deaths. 


due to the economic crisis, candy and 
chocolate sales have actually increased. 
According to Kim Tae-ho, the manager 
of Lotte Mart candy store, “Serotonin 
in chocolate helps us cope with stress. 
With the prolonged recession, an in- 
creasing number of customers are look 
ing for sweets to relieve various kinds 
of stress.” Defying all odds, chocolate 
manufacturing giant Hershey has re- 
ported an increase in profit during the 


Du CHOcoLAT 
Continued on Page § 
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By YUKUN Li, I 


News Epiror 


Students use it. Teachers use it. 
Almost everyone uses it. Chances are, if 
you have access to in- 
ternet, you have used 
it. Facebook is one of 
the largest and most 
popular social net- 
working sites avail- 
able on the internet 
and is the first choice 
for students when it 
comes to connect- 
ing with friends. Re- 
cently, however, with 
the changes in its 
terms of service, this 
internet sensation 
has placed itself un- 
der a lot of scrutiny. 

With the small 
change in its terms of 
service on February 
4th, the Facebook 
company reserved 
itself the right to 


NeEws 
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Facebook Revolt 


commercial or advertising.” 


This essentially gives Facebook full 
rights over the user’s content, which in- 
cludes personal information, pictures, and 


everything the user posts on the website. 


Delete My Account 


Deleting due to change in Terms of Service 
Are you deleting because you are concerned about Facebook's Terms of Service? 


This was a mistake that we have now corrected. You own the information you put on Facebook and 
you control what happens to it. We are sorry for the confusion. See http: ica Facebook.com 
folog php tpost=34746.167150 for more information. 


« The Facebook Tea 


[7 


change until Chris Walters from the web- 
site The Consumerist posted an article 
entitled “We Can Do Anything We Want 
With Your Content. Forever.” Shortly 
after reading this, anti-terms of service 


if you do not think you ag use Facebook again and would ike your account deeted, we can take 
care of tvs for you. Beep in mind that you vei net be able to reactivate your account or retrieve any 
of the content or information you have added. If you would ke your account deleted, then cick 
‘Subeut.* 


"DELETE" IS NOT AS SIMPLE AS IT SOUNDS 


do not delete emails from accounts, 

even if the accounts themselves were 

deleted. Nonetheless, the company 

was compelled to yield to the hordes of 

angry users and revert to the old terms 
of service on February 18th. 

In the meantime, Facebook 

has opened forums where users can 

make suggestions, comments, and 


vote on potential changes. Even’ 


faced with this more reasonable 
approach, users are still ambivalent 
because of the conditions. Thirty 
percent of users must vote for a 
change for it to take effect. Face- 
book, however, has around 175 mil- 
lion active users. This would require 
52.5 million people to vote for the 
same topic. Some users are optimis- 
tic and believe that the numbers are 
reasonable. Most are not, since the 
probability that 50 million people 
, will actually vote seems rather far- 
fetched. The voting and discussion 
2will end on March 29th. 
Whether Facebook’s more 
diplomatic approach works or not, 
this incident has shown that users 


LOU 


CLOUDOU 


grant itself “an irrevocable, perpetual, 
non-exclusive, transferable, fully paid, 
worldwide license,” and gave itself 
permission to “use your name, likeness 
and image for any purpose, including 


Furthermore, because it is “perpetual,” 
Facebook gets to keep all this informa- 
tion even after you disable or delete your 
account. 

Most users were unaware of this 


Sophomores and Juniors 
Apply online now for MYC 2009-2010 
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“Looking for 
want to make 


Deadline April 16, 2009 


Work with Mayer Menino and — 
other city leaders including — 
the Police Commissioner & 

School Superintendent, - 


For the saline « a 
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Celebrations 15 years of Youth 
Civic Engagernent!!! 


Tell me more about the prpgram and who can apply 


Who cen apply? 
Baston Residents 


Current high school Sophomores and Juniors (or alternative program) 
Teens who want to make « difference in their community! 


What is the commitment? 


Volunteer opportunity 8-10 hours a month from June to May 
Attend 2 Tuesday evening 5:45-7:45om meetings a month at City Halli. 
pilus outreach to peers, in your neighborhood. 


What do MYC reps do? 
Civic engagement & youth advocacy 


Work with other teens. youth organizations and city leaders 
Inveive teens in government, survey teens, discuss issues, develop creative 


solutions, connect teens te opportunities and participate in community 


service projects 
Youth leadership roles, public sp 


ecking oppor 


tunities and make great friends! 


groups started to appear, with some con- 
taining over 90,000 members. 
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
initially attempted to justify this modi- 
fication, explaining that email websites 


have ways to hold their own against large 
companies. Facebook has hopefully 
learned to refrain from resorting to 
underhanded methods of changing 
their terms. 


Anger Danger 


By BrEverty NGuy en, III 
Assistant News Eprror 


Everyone knows what anger feels. 


like—that unpleasant feeling you get when 


‘you want to scream. What everyone does 


not know, however, is that anger can not 
only affect you emotionally, but also physi- 
cally, causing deleterious effects on your 
body. In turn, this can prevent you from 
leading a healthy life. Dr. Kirk Laman, 
a cardiologist whose interest lies in the 
prevention of heart disease, says, “Anger 
is a powerful emotion. If left unchecked, 
it can actually cause a heart attack.” 

For many years, people have sus- 
pected anger of acting as a trigger for 
heart attacks. Thanks to science, this 
theory has finally been proven true. The 
American Heart Association has recently 
recognized that this emotion can place 
people in dangerous situations in which 
heart problems can develop. Studies have 
shown that anger can increase the level of 
homocysteine, a protein in your blood, 
which is followed by damage to the coro- 
nary arteries. Bad cholesterol, also known 
as LDL-Cholesterol, can have the same 
effect on arteries. 

Researchers at Ohio State University 
proved that anger can lead to heart attacks 
by conducting an experiment involving 
sixty-four healthy adult volunteers. The 
participants were asked to fill out question- 
naires, which were used to help measure 
their anger and to identify their methods 
of dealing with it. The two methods were 
“anger-in,” in which anger is suppressed, 
and “anger-out,” in which anger is expressed. 
After the volunteers completed the surveys, 
their blood was tested to see how high the 
concentration of homocysteine was. The 
research data showed that the men, who 
scored higher on the “anger-in” scale, also 
had a much higher level of homocysteine 
than the women, who scored lower on the 
“anger-in” scale, did. Men are also known 
to have a greater increase of activity in 
their sympathetic nervous system, which 
controls reactions, than women do when 
they become angry. This may explain why 
the level of homocysteine in males is higher 


than in females. : 

The study conducted by Ohio 
State University also showed how heart 
attacks can be induced. Anger increases 
the amount of activity in the body, which 
leads to higher homocysteine levels and 
damages the artery walls of the heart. 
This can lead to a serious coronary heart 
disease, which can then produce heart 
attacks. Oddly, no connection could be 
found between openly expressing your 
anger and homocysteine levels. 

Asimilar experiment was performed 
with a larger sample population of 12,986 
people. The data, which was published in 
the medical journal, Circulation, showed 
that those who suppressed more anger 
were more likely to have a heart attack, die, 
or need angioplasty or bypass surgery. 

Scientists have concluded that the 
frequency and intensity of anger does not 
affect your health as much as other factors 
do. Overt anger is a lot less dangerous 
than subtle anger. Consistent levels of 
anger that last for long periods of time 
can increase the risk of death before the 
age of fifty. In addition to elevating blood 
pressure and increasing the chance of 
stroke, heart attack, cancer, depression, 
and anxiety disorders, anger can also 
weaken the immune system and cause 


poor decision-making. People who are 


angry a lot usually develop harmful habits, 
such as smoking or drinking. They can 
become perfectionists or workaholics. 
Those who are angry can also be blinded 
by it, leading to impaired problem-solving 
abilities and an increase in error rates. 
Another detrimental effect of anger is 
the “crash” you feel when the problem is 
left unresolved. In other words, you can 
become severely depressed. 

Doctors and scientists have recom- 
mended seeking help from a psychothera- 
pist or counselor if you feel angry all the 
time. Other ways to conquer the anger 
include writing in a journal or listening 
to music, which can help you express how 
you feel. So, the next time you are angry, 
do not bottle it up. Let it out or take a 
chill pill and relax. You may be saving 
your life. 
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Your Paycheck Is A Popsicle 


By Maya Jonas-Siver, II 
ei ONTRIBUTING WRITER 


The budget crisis facing the Boston 
Public Schools has left everyone clamor 
ing fora solution. The district is confront 
ing a $33.2 million shortfall, with massive 
teacher layoffs and program cuts looming 
if the funding gap is not filled. 

At his State of the City address on 
January 13, Mayor Thomas Menino asked 
the Boston Teachers Union to accept 
a wage freeze for Fiscal Year 2010 (the 
2009-2010 school year). This would mean 
that BPS teachers would make the same 
amount of money next year as they did 
this year, forgoing the 3 percent raise they 
are entitled to by their contract. 

John McDonough, the chief finan- 
cial officer for the school department, 
has been a strong proponent of the wage 
freeze. According to McDonough, if the 
Boston Public Schools do not receive any 
more funding for FY 2010, they will be 
forced to lay off 372 teachers across the 
district, approximately 5 percent of the 
City’s teachers. If the teachers agree to a 
wage freeze, the savings would mean only 
37 teacher layoffs. With 38 high schools 
in the district, this would average out 
to just one teacher per high school, with 
no layoffs from elementary and middle 
schools. 

Of course, this would make a huge 
difference across the district. For Boston 
Latin School, it could mean keeping the 
entire arts department, physical education 


department, and six classes for seniors— 
the areas identified by Head Master Lynne 
Mooney Teta to be cut. It could mean 
restoring electives and, more importantly, 
keeping some of our favorite 
teachers, who would otherwise 
be facing job losses. It would 
help preserve the quality of 
education in the Boston Public * 
Schools system. 

The BTU, however, is 
strongly opposed to the wage ; 
freeze proposal. The teachers 
are guaranteed a 3 percent pay 
increase every year by their 
contract. The union maintains 
that the teachers are entitled — 
to this raise and feels that what 
could be as much as $3,000 
for the highest paid teachers 
is too much to give back to 
the school district. Teachers 
have also expressed concern 
for colleagues who will retire 
after the 2009-2010 school 
year because of the potential 
impact of a wage freeze on 
their pensions. Teachers’ pen- 
sions are based on their earn- 
ings for their last year in the 
classroom. Therefore, a wage 


for alternate revenue include increasing 
the meals tax, something the mayor has 
advocated for years, and increasing pay- 
ments in lieu of taxes, contributions to the 


jee - B06 Kink. 
STUCK BETWEEN A ROCK AND A PAY FREEZE 


freeze would have significant 
effects on those teachers’ pensions for the 
rest of their lives. 

Richard Stutman, president of the 
BTU, has urged the city to seek different 
sources of funding. Two of his suggestions 


DEPRESSING NEXT DEPRESSION? 
Continued from Page 2 


_ regulation. One and a half years ago, 
on October 9, 2007, the Dow Jones 


Industrial Average was at a record high. 
People bought more material goods 
than they needed and, thanks to easy 
loans, purchased houses they could not 
actually afford. The banks made mis- 
takes as well, giving people more loans 
than they could handle, calculating that 
. they would profit from the interest 
rates. Little government intervention 
allowed banks to freely give credit 
to practically anyone. Many people, 
however, did not have the money 
needed to repay the banks, which over- 
stretched their own funds. Big banks 
lost money and their individual stock 
values plummeted, resulting in the 
current condition of the stock mar- 
ket. 

Recent decrease in consumer 
spending is also a potential cause for 
disaster. People are losing money and 
instinctively refrain from buying to get 
their checkbooks back in balance. In 
reality, this is detrimental for American 
businesses. With no consumers, the 
net worth of businesses is declining 
along with the yalues of their stocks. 
Economists are trying to find a way 
to encourage the American people to 
spend money in order to stimulate the 
economy. The stimulus package is one 


solution. By putting money back into 
people’s pockets, consumer spending 
will increase. With this strategy, busi- 
nesses will begin to flourish once more 
and the stock market will hopefully 


rise. 

Like true laissez-faire capitalists, 
the 1930s U.S. government was silent and 
let the free market rule. The current ad- 
ministration, however, is acutely aware 
of the economic crisis and is willing to 
act decisively to prevent a freefall into 
Great Depression-like conditions with 
the bailouts of banks, insurance com- 
panies, auto manufacturers, and home 
owners. This government participation 
will contribute to a quicker recovery 
than the one that took place in the 30s. 
The Great Depression lasted more than 
a decade and did not end until America’s 
involvement in World War II. Many 
historians feel that if the government 
had intervened earlier in the 1930s, the 
depression would not have lasted as 
long. 

The economic downturn has 
lasted less than two years, a rela- 
tively short time compared to the 
Great Depression. With the stimulus 
packages from the government, the 
American people will hopefully re- 
gain consumer confidence and the 
United States will be able to regain its 
former economic status much more 
quickly than during the Depression 
Era. 


Du CHOCOLAT 
Continued from Page 3 


fourth quarter of 2008. 

If you think that chocolate is 
nothing more than a tasty treat, think 
again. The state of New Hampshire is 
testing out a way to power homes with 
chocolate. The state has teamed up 
with Lindt chocolatier to construct a 
cocoa bean processing plant. The main 
waste product of bean processing are 
the shells, which will be burnt as fuel. 
Why chocolate shells? “Any time we 


have the opportunity to introduce a 
new biomass into our mix, we’re very 
pleased to try to accommodate it,” says 
Lindt’s CEO. In addition, workers get 
to experience of chocolate’s delicious 
smell. 

Brad Pitt, the star of The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button, lost to Sean 
Penn for award for the best actor in 
the Oscars. As a consolation prize, 
his sponsors at Axe sent Brad a 4.5kg 
statuette of himself in an attempt to 
promote their new Dark Temptation 
fragrance. 


city made by non-profit institutions that 
are exempt from property taxes. 
Currently, taxes on meals can only 
be approved by the state Legislature, and 
any revenue from the taxes goes to the 


state government. The state of Massa- 
chusetts then redistributes this money to 
its cities and towns. Many Bostonians are 
upset about this arrangement because 
Boston, the biggest city in the state, con- 
tributes about a quarter of the revenue 
from the meals tax, but receives a much 
smaller fraction during redistribution. 
In order for Boston to impose an addi- 


3 tional meals tax and retain the revenues 
a from it, the Legislature must give its 
* approval for a city or town to impose a 
= meals tax. 


As for payments in lieu of taxes, 
many colleges in Boston pay very little 
to the city, even though they are pro- 


_ vided with many important municipal 


services. 

Neither of these solutions will come 
about easily. The Legislature is hesitant to 
pass a meals tax because elected officials 
generally avoid approving taxes at any 
cost. In the past, it has refused to allow 
for increases in meals tax and could very 


" easily do so again. Meanwhile, colleges 


and universities have no desire to pay 
more money to the city, especially since 
their endowments are suffering from the 


ven 8 tumbling stock market. 


While these two approaches are 
preferable to taking money out of teach- 
ers’ pockets, the question remains the 
same for many: if there are no other op- 
tions, would teachers choose receiving 
$1,500 to $3,000 over saving the jobs of 
355 of their colleagues and preserving the 
quality of their students’ education? 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY 


SUMMER TERM 
HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 


This summer, experience college life, further your knowledge, 
and gain new perspectives in the heart of Boston. 

Join academically motivated high school students from 
around the world for this head start to your college future. 


New! SUMMER PREVIEW 
July 20-24 

Study one subject in an 
in-depth seminar. For rising 
freshmen and sophomores. 


HIGH SCHOOL HONORS 
June 28-August 7 


Earn 8 college credits in two 
BU courses. For rising seniors 
and exceptional juniors. 


RESEARCH INTERNSHIP 
IN SCIENCE & ENGINEERING 
June 28-August 7 


Engage in a BU laboratory 
research project. For rising seniors. 


SUMMER CHALLENGE 
Sessions: 

* June 17-July 1 

* July 5-17 

* July 26-August 7 

Take two non-credit BU 
seminars. For rising sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors. 


BOSTON 


UNIVERSITY 


bu.edu/summer/ highschool 
617-353-1378 


By MALCOLM FLYNN 
FACULTY ApvISOR 


Production of the Argo today is dif- 
ficult and time-consuming, as any of the 
editors and production staffers will tell 
you. Final Friday stretches into Saturday 
and even Sunday as editors take the work 
home with them. When Final Friday 
originated, back in the day, the processes 
were different, but the pressures were 
much the same. 

In those days we (I say we, but of 
course I mean they, the students) would 
cut and paste, not in the modern sense, 
but literally. After an article was typed 
(using a device called a typewriter), then 
edited (using a device called a pencil), 
then retyped and perhaps re-edited and 
retyped, it would be cut out (using a de- 
vice called scissors) and pasted (using a 
substance called paste) to a board within 
the 11 by 17-inch confines required for 
camera-ready production. You see, the 
item had to be typed in the correct col- 
umn width so that it would physically fit 
the space allotted. 

Luckily, neither now nor then did 
I have to know how to make things fit. 
As the advisor I never really had to know 
anything. My advice has never been of the 
technical sort. Students somehow have 
always known, learning from each other, 
generation to generation of students, so 
that by the time they reached Class III 
or I] they were experts in typing, cutting 
and pasting, and in laying out a newspa- 
per. I had to know how to get the boards 
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to the printer in the correct order and 
how to get the headmaster to sign checks 
to pay for each issue so that the printer 
would be happy to print another one. 

Our current Argo staff has been 
looking at past issues in amazement 
(people actually lived that way in the 
late 20th century?) and amusement. I 
explain patiently that for years after 
we had access to word processors (yes, 
devices dedicated to a sort of advanced 
level of typing, with built-in electronic 
correction capability and a small amount 
of memory) and primitive computers, we 
still were cutting and pasting and using 
rolls of thin plastic tape to create the 
black lines separating articles or creat- 
ing boxes. . 

Photographs in cut-and-paste days 
presented a special problem. The printer 
provided a special plastic (the name of 
which escapes me after all these years, if 
ever I knew it). For each photo a piece 
of plastic the exact size to be printed 
was required, and the photo had to be 
cropped exactly as intended to appear, or 
the result would be unsightly, and some- 
times was. On more than one occasion 
photos were mixed up and printed with 
the wrong stories, but such things as that 
happen even at prestigious modern facili- 
ties as the Boston Globe, believe or not. 

Argo format has changed as well as 
production methods. Volume I, Number 
I appears to have been professionally 
typeset and printed in brochure form, 
4 pages, 8.5x11 on glossy paper. Many of 
the early editions were mimeographed 


on our own machines in the school (the 
same machines teachers used in the olden 
days to make multiple copies) and were 
collated and stapled by hand on standard 
8.5xII paper. 11x17 newsprint has been the 
dominant medium, however, except fora 
number of years when a heavy 1rx17 white 
stock was used (expensive, and, therefore, 
donated). 

Always in search of both quality 
and convenience, the Argo has used dif- 
ferent printers at different times: Charles 
River Publishing (formerly of Cambridge, 
now Charlestown), Saltus Press (Worces- 
ter), John P. Pow Co. (heavy white stock 
donated by Mr. Pow, BLS ’51, who still 
prints The Register and the Catalogue in 
South Boston (at least when we can afford 
a Catalogue)), and now, because editors 
wanted to return to newsprint, the Har- 
vard Crimson (Cambridge). And now, I 
no longer have to know even how to get 
the pages to the printer, since the editors 
somehow electronically send the whole 
thing all at once from their computers! 

A couple of things have remained 
the same in my years as advisor: we still 
sell carnations to raise some of the money 
necessary for printing costs; we still favor 
pizza for supper on Final Friday (a few 
years ago we experimented with faux 
Chinese food, but we always returned to 
the old standby, and I try to keep a stock 
of hot pepper handy). 

Also unchanged is the commitment 
of our students to producing a newspaper 
of high quality, superior entertainment 
value, impeccable grammatical form, 


unparalleled rhetorical form, and ut- 
terly slavish adherence to the principles 
expressed in the First Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States 
of America. ~ 

The Argo has never shied away from 
controversy, but has instead dealt with 
some difficult issues over the years. Mak- 
ing certain first that the facts upon which 
the story is based are verifiably true, the 
Argo has, for example, exposed allegedly 
boorish and unruly student behavior as 
well as allegedly negligent chaperone 
behavior on field trips; has allowed in 
print the views of some, students and 
teachers alike, with whom the editorial 
board most strenuously disagreed; has 
defended the freedom of speech and of 
the press, including the right of a teacher 
to express unpopular views in the student 
newspaper and the right of the students 
to decide, with counsel but not dictation 
from an advisor, what will be the content 
of the Argo. 

That sometimes the advisor has 
been subjected to varying degrees of heat 
from parents or teachers or alumni for 
some of the content, that vigorous and 
heated discussion has sometimes been 
occasioned in classrooms, that major 
newspapers have found Argo content 
newsworthy I have taken as signs of suc- 
cess. As Richard Brinsley Sheridan wrote: 
“The newspapers! Sir, they are the most 
villainous—licentious—abominable— 
infernal—Not that I ever read them— 
No—I make it a rule never to look into 
a newspaper.” 


What was the Argo Like Back in the Day? — 


Pave Birr: 473 


What was your impression of 
the Argo when you were still at Bos- 
ton Latin School? 

I do not remember that much; it 
never covered anthing that I was involved 
in: music and band and debating . 

In your opinion, how has the 
Argo changed since you were in 
school? 

Not much; it still does not cover the 
school music program, with no review of 
the concerts, or events. They do cover 
school drama though program, usually. 

What would you like to see 
more in the Argo now? 

The school music program, like the 
holiday concerts, music nights, jazz fes- 
tivals, MICCA concert festivals, senior 
district festival auditions, concert, junior 
district audition, festival and concert, all 
state auditions, festival concerts. 


Editor’s Note 


The Editors would like to issue a cor 
rection pertaining to Volume XLI, Issue 
III of the Argo. In some instances, arts 


classes that are taken in-school, such as 
band, were referred to as “extracurricu- 
lar activities." These classes, when taken 
during school hours, are academic classes. 
The Editors apologize for the error. 
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What was your impression 
of the Argo when you were still at 
BLS? In your opinion, how has the 
Argo changed since you were in 
school? What would you like to see 
more in the Argo now? 

I always loved the Argo—there’s 
nothing more interesting than a news- 
paper that has articles about people 
you actually know! When I was a stu- 
dent, I remember skipping straight to 
the sports section; I was on the swim 
team (with Ms. Mooney Teta, who was 
a much, much faster swimmer) and I 
felt we should get year-round coverage 
for working so hard each Fall! I also 
remember the Valentine’s Day edition; 
students would take out mini-personal 
ads to write top-secret messages. When 
I was a junior, someone wrote an anony- 
mous message to my boyfriend and I 
was completely scandalized...in fact, 
I still wonder who it was! Today the 
Argo is much more professional. I’m 
always impressed by both the breadth 
and depth of the student reporting. 
Student writers are well-versed on top- 
ics ranging from human rights issues 
to local budget cuts, and I find that I 
always learn something new when I pick 
up an Argo. So now I actually read the 
whole thing! 


KATHLEEN BATEMAN “93 


BLS.ORG 


What was your impression 
of the Argo when you were still at 
BLS? 

That it was a real newspaper—the 
stories were of high quality and they always 
covered student events which was great if 
you couldn’t get to a hockey or basketball 
game. I preferred the Lampoon—the old 
news satire magazine! 

Which was your favorite sec- 
tion and why? 

The sections that spotlighted stu- 
dents or the sections that dealt with 
teachers’ opinions. It was interesting to 
see what teachers thought about current 
events. 

What would you like to see 
more in the Argo now? 

I'd like to see more journalism, like 
students covering stories in the field. 
Also more student reflection on cur 
rent events—not just national, but local 
Boston stories. We could interview local 
officials, etc. I'd also like to see more 
teacher interviews, and think that it may 
help bridge the gap between students 
and teachers. Also, highlight some of the 
parent groups that work SOOO hard to 
support student. How about a special on 
the Home and School Association that 
raises thousands of dollars to GIVE to 
seniors!! ers. a 


LAURENCE SPEZZANO “93 


What was your impression 
of the Argo when you were still at 
BLS? 

I found the Argo to be a good 
source of school news and local/national 
happenings. 

In your opinion, how has the 
Argo changed since you were in 
school? What would you like to see 
more in the Argo now? 

I haven’t noticed much change 
since I was in school, but the senior fa- 
vorites section is new and offers students 
a creative, if not constructive, voice. 
I'd like to see more new book reviews 
in class topics we teach (sciences, his- 
tory, etc.) and, perhaps, more updates 
on teacher support activities (Science 
Day, student activities, work after school, 
talent show, etc) and teachers’ careers 
before, after, or even during their careers 
in teaching. As a student, I had no idea 
about how involved my teachers were at 
BLS or in their professional fields. 

Our community should be more 
aware of the professionals that work in 
the school and just how active they are 
outside of the normal Monday to Friday 
teaching routine. Many of them are con- 
sultants, published authors, researchers 


and active learners like the students they 
~ teach! ice Fig tise 
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By Brian MIpDLeTON 
Boston Latin SCHOOL FRIENDS OF THE ARTS CORRESPONDENT 


By WILLIAM Porr-WeEssTER, II 
Forum Epitor 


Many in the Boston Latin School community have been 
surprised by the intensity of the response to the Head Master’s 
decision to eliminate five of the eight teaching positions in the Fine 
& Performing Arts Department as part of her proposal to implement 
the sharp reductions in the 2010 Fiscal Year school budget. This 
would leave only two music teachers and one visual arts teacher for 
a school of nearly 2,500 students. BLS Friends of the Arts would 
like to explain why so many of us have reacted so passionately to 
this decision, and why we think it is necessary to actively oppose it 
while we remain committed to the larger effort of restoring funding 
to our school and to the Boston Public Schools as a whole. 

No one is suggesting that the arts department should be 
sacrosanct. We have heard more than one person ask, “What’s 
so special about the arts?” That’s a good question, but it’s the 
wrong question to ask arts advocates; we’re not looking for special 
treatment. It’s very much the right question, however, to ask the 
Head Master. What distinguishes the arts department as particularly 
expendable? Why didn’t she do the obvious thing and parcel the cuts 
out proportionately among the departments? We are told that 14 
out of 113 faculty members are slated to be cut. If that rate had been 
applied consistently across all departments, the arts faculty would 
be losing just one teacher. Instead, it is losing five. Why? 

In discussions with arts faculty members and parent 
representatives, Head Master Mooney Teta has consistently declined 
to answer this question. In the absence of any explanation, we can 
only assume that she sees the arts as peripheral to the Latin School 
mission, and not as an academic pursuit comparable in substance 
and value to languages, science, mathematics and history. If this is 
her view, it is contradicted by a chorus of important voices: 

The BPS superintendent, Dr. Carol R. Johnson, has made it 
clear that she regards arts education as a high priority for the system, 
and recently told The Boston Globe, “We'll do everything we can to 
maintain the [arts] faculty we have.” 

*The Boston Foundation’s new report, “The Arts Advantage,” 
makes a strong case for expanding arts education in Boston, citing 
BLS as one of the few high schools in the district with an excellent 
arts program. 

* Leaders in the Boston arts community have also expressed 
their opinion, such as Boston Ballet conductor Jonathan McPhee, 
who in a February 10 letter to the Head Master pointed to recent 
research at Harvard and UC Santa Barbara that establishes a clear 
correlation between arts education and a wide range of cognitive 
skills crucial to academic achievement. 

¢ Current students and alumni, whose heartfelt, articulate 
statements about the value of the arts program, both to their in- 
school experience and to their post-graduation success, can be found 
at wwwblsarts.org. 

BLS arts advocates have been active in the systemwide effort 
to restore overall school funding. If this effort is successful, our 
smaller struggle to save the arts department will be moot, and we 
hope this is what happens. If we could wait until the outcome of 
the larger battle is known before fighting the smaller one, we would 
gladly do so. We cannot afford to wait, however. By the time the 
dust settles on the BPS budget process, curriculum choices for the 
2009-2010 school year will be difficult to reverse, and the gifted 
and dedicated arts teachers whose jobs are now at risk may have 
accepted positions elsewhere. As Maestro McPhee points out in 
his letter, arts programs are among the most difficult educational 
programs to build—or rebuild. The excellence of the current BLS 
arts program has been many years in the making; if it is destroyed 
next year, it will take years to recover, even if funding is restored 
relatively quickly. 

‘We must raise our voices now to get Ms. Mooney Teta to revise 
her budget proposal in a way that recognizes the arts as an essential 
and indispensable component of the BLS educational experience. 
We are fighting this battle not as an alternative to the larger one. 
Rather, just as the arts are an integral part of the curriculum, our 
efforts on behalf of the arts department are an integral part of our 
efforts on behalf of BLS and the entire Boston Public Schools. 


Budget cuts, budget cuts, budget cuts. It’s all we hear about 
these days. Unfortunately, it’s not over yet; we're closer to the end of 
the beginning than the beginning of the end. And not onlyis there a 
lot left to do, there’s significant dissension about how to do it— crisis 
brings out the best and worst in us. Though there has been a huge 
outpouring of positive energy and determination to fight the cuts, 
Boston Latin School students and parents have begun a fractured 
effort to have the arts restored at the expense of other programs. 
This campaign will divide us and limit our power as activists working 
to save all aspects of our BLS education. 

Across the city, school advocates, parents, and community 
organizations are working to find common ground and identify 
shared goals to fight the school budget cuts. Divisions threaten 
to undermine the effort and weaken our effectiveness. Unity is 
vital to success. Likewise, within BLS advocating for one program 
over another will both distract us from the larger task and weaken 
our ability to have a real impact on funding decisions. Divide and 
conquer, it’s music to public officials’ ears. They can move forward 
with their agenda, ignoring us if we are not a united front. 

The city is facing a huge budget shortfall, and though the 
state has new money from the stimulus package, Boston stands a 
dangerous chance of being underrepresented among the recipients 
of that money; the two powerful Bostonian members of the State 
Legislature, Senator Dianne Wilkerson and House Speaker Sal 
DiMasi, have both resigned due to ethics violations. Now more than 
ever, the Boston Public Schools need as large a group of advocates as 
it can get-and as advocates we stand no chance if we are divided. 

At a parent meeting several weeks ago, the BLS Friends of 
the Arts declared their goal—to send one thousand letters to Head 
Master Mooney Teta asking her to save the arts at BLS. Such a goal 
could come only from the deep feeling of despair arts students feel 
from an important part of their lives being cut away. The arts are 
an essential part of every student’s education; for many students 
involvement in the arts is what gets them through school every day. 
‘We need more elements at school like that, not fewer. 

It would take a heart of stone to deny the excellent BLS 
arts program funding, particularly after the perfect and moving 
performance by Mr. Pitts’ Concert Band and at the National Honor 
Society induction. It need not be said that the arts faculty are some 
of the most beloved in the school, and are frequently mentors as 
well as teachers for their students. 

And yet, we cannot lash out at the closest authority figures 
and demand that they save the programs we love. Ms. Mooney 
Teta is allocating the money for the 2009-2010 fiscal year, true, but 
barring a surprise revelation that she has led a double life as CEO of 
American Investment Group, she is not responsible for the recession 
and the resulting budget crisis. The state informed the city they were 
reducing state aid, the city informed the superintendent she would 
have a reduced education budget, and the superintendent informed 
school headmasters of their reduced funding. BLS is experiencing 
more severe cuts than other schools, but that is largely because it is 
more difficult for the BPS to cut from elementary, English language 
learning, or special education students. 

Writing letters to the headmaster is ineffective and wastes 
the great energy that students, parents and teachers have brought 
to the budget cut fight; all elements of our education that are in 
danger, from arts to electives to senior classes, are vital to a positive 
education experience. If those interested in fighting the cuts fracture 
into interest groups advocating their personal favorites instead of 
working for money for the system as a whole, we will simultaneously 
make ourselves a lot angrier at people who are not the root of the 
problem, and hinder ourselves from getting anything done. 

The only chance for victory, and fully-funded schools, is for all 
students, parents, teachers, and community organizations to band 
together and work on common goals, targeting those who have real 
power and decision-making ability over our schools’ quality. We need 
to take the fight to our elected officials and say unequivocally: there 
are solutions to the school budget crisis, and they must be adopted 
to safeguard our future. 


Forum 
Question 


Should those fighting the budget cuts 
put their energy towards redistributing the 
money BLS already has, or work to find 
additional funds? 


“Focus energy towards getting 
more money in general, because 
redistributing would mean cutting supplies 
and even classes. Some are planning to 
base a career in the arts, but that is a small 
number compared to those that need their 
foundation in academics.” 

— Kevin Wu, I 


ets 


“We've been presented with the worst 
case...we should think about how to distribute 
the money, but that doesn’t mean that we stop 
efforts to acquire more money.” 

—Bryn Keane-Farrell, I 


“Tt makes more sense for BLS to try to 
find more funds to stop further budget cuts as 
many programs are important to students .” 

—Sophia Trinh, III 


“We should focus on accumulating 
enough money for BLS before we distribute 
it. Everything has its own significance.” 

—Romina Berberi, [V 


~ 


a 


“T think we should use the money to 
save the classes so that everyone can take 
the electives they want.” 

—Janice Bautista, V 


“T think that we should hang on a 
little longer until we have more money 
{for the entire school].” 
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Spotli He 
Alena Wolflink 


By Erica Meyer, I 
pew besaie WEEK 


Alcea Wolfink i is one of the most 
approachable and amiable person you will 


ever meet. She is never the one to judge 
and is one of the few people I have never 
caught giving someone else a dirty look. 
As Alena walks down the hallways, she 


always has a smile on her face that tends 
to be contagious. Even on her worst days, - 
she never fails to make me laugh. That’s _ 


just the Alena way. Besides her happy and 


bubbly personality, Alena is also very car 


ing and is always able to talk me through 


the issues that I face. As well as being a 
great friend, Alena is an incredibly well- : 


rounded person. 
Alena is very passionate about her 


the world. Working alongside Alena as co- 


Darfur STAND), I have really learned 
what true determination is. I constantly 
receive emails and text messages from 


cakes for Cupcake Day or silk-screening 


50 shirts to sell the next day, she gives sO” 
oe not 


much to STAND and thec 
be without her leadership. 


Alena tries to solve eens more of 


the world’s problems in the Boston Latin 
School’s chapter of Amnesty Intert a> 


tional. Human rights are very important 


to her and she finds a way to incorporate 
different methods of helping others into 


her everyday life such as petitions OF post 


cards. Alena also makes a 
being an external liaison of 
Volunteers. 

She takes. er 


BLS, she continues to play elsewhere and 


even acts as referee in hockey games for 
younger kids. Alena can also be found 


serving as timekeeper : at many games, 


made to Alena’s busy life. She now works 


in Copley Square that encourages the arts 
among the urban youth. She is very fond 
of art, both learning about it in Art His- 
tory and promoting it at Cloud. 


While she keeps herself busy 3 with 
these various activities, as well as a job_ 
at The Real Deal in Jamaica Plain, Alena 


always finds time for her friends. She 
is truly one of the best people I’ve ever 
known. Though I met her only last year, 
I feel like I've known her much longer. 
If you haven't already, I encourage you 
to get to know her. You'll be grateful you 
did so. 


2 ie OO eS aye 


activities and works her hardest to better _ 


president of Students Take Action Now: 


Alena with new ideas for STAND. Her 
ideas never cease when it comes to help- 
ing others. Whether it’s baking 100 cup- 


A new addition has recently been - 


at The Cloud Foundation, an organization 


w Br i Bh as PS te 


By Maya Jonas- SILVER, I 
CONTRIBUTING Wri TER 


Gay marriage is stupid. Here in 
the United States of America, people 
shouldn’t have the right to make their 
own decisions about how to live their 
lives. The Bible says that homosexuals 
are sinners, and if the bible says so it 
must be true. That’s the way separa- 
tion of church and state works, right? 


_ Jesus hated homosexuals, too. He was 
all about not accepting others’ ways of 


life. 

As to the former Letter to the 
Editor, I totally agree. Marriage (which 
you defined as “a durable, committed, 
exclusive, and intimate relationship 
between a man and a woman”) is indeed 
a foundation of society. As you pointed 
out, it is defined across the world as a 


FORUM 
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relationship between one man and one 
woman, and therefore we should not, 
under any circumstances, attempt to 
change it, even if we can’t think of any 
other good arguments against it. 

There’s clearly an easy correlation 
between a stable, loving homosexual 
relationship, and incest or polygamy! We 
do need to ask, “how far should tolerance 
go?” We need to cut back on tolerance! 
There is just too much tolerance in the 
world! We have, if I may quote, “higher 
ideals than mere tolerance.” This toler- 
ance nonsense has gone too far! INTOL- 
ERANCE is the way to go! 

Again, you’re right. There are 
plenty of straight people! Why should 
we doubt that gay people can be straight, 
too? Speaking as people who have never 
felt sexually drawn to others of the same 
gender, we think we have all the knowl- 


edge we need to determine that it is a 
choice to be gay. 

Of course, marriage is solely a 
religious institution. So if I go down to 
City Hall with someone of the opposite 
gender and get joined in a monagomous 
relationship by a secular official, I won't 
be married, right? Because it’s a religious 
institution. In addition, if my minister 
decides to marry two women in our 
church, that’s legit, right? Because she’s 
a religious official. 

Gays aren’t oppressed! What in- 
justice? Just because they haven't been 
granted the right to marry everywhere 
isn’t a sign of discrimination! 

Great idea! Let’s come up with an- 
other term for this type of monagomous, 
intimate relationship between people of 
the same gender. Something that’s like, 
separate, but equal. 


Letter to the Editor: Re: Prop 8 


By Sancuey JAIN, II 
ASSISTANT Sports Epitor 


Dear Editor, 

I would like to address a recent 
letter written by Dr. Cohee in response 
to a previous article regarding the issue 
of Gay Marriage. I appreciate the rap- 
port the BLS staff has with the Argo, 
as proven through the letter, and I 


would only wish to encourage more of 


this communication, as communica- 
tion will foster intelligent discussion 
amongst the entire community in the 
future. 

‘However, there are several issues 
that must be addressed. Firstly, we 
must remind ourselves that it is the 
homosexual community, and not the 
general population, who will either 
be the beneficiaries or the victims of 
gay marriage legislation in any form. 


to compel them to become homosexuals 
themselves. Conservatives protesting 
against gay rights would not find their 
“life, liberty, or pursuit of happiness” 


WE'RE JUGT 
PROTECTIN’ 
THE SANCTITY 
OF MARRIAGE. 


HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF IN ANOTHER FORM 


happiness,” when they are not harming 
anybody? 

And perhaps here we can start to 
gain an understand- ing of the simi- 
larities between 
the Civil Rights 
movement of the 
4 past and the cur 
i rent movement 
~ that is ongoing for 
the homosexual 
community. Mis- 
cegenation was 
outlawed not by 
the potential inter 
_ racial ogee but 
ie by “pure” couples 
¥F who wanted to 
' 8deprive others of 
i é their opportunity 
Sto live according 


ae: to their desires. 


Debates often tend to omit the fact 
that heterosexual couples would not 
be affected by a constitutional amend- 
ment legalizing or prohibiting homo- 
sexual marriage—the objective is not 


infringed upon if homosexuals were to 
be allowed to marry nationwide. So why 
the resistance to grant the homosexual 
community its right to a “pursuit of 


No all-White or 
all-Black relationships were adversely af- 
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Abstinence Not Realistic? 


By FINORA FRANCK, I 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


One of the compelling stories of this 
past historic election, while perhaps not 
as significant as Barack Obama’s election 
as President of the United States, was the 
unexpected pregnancy of Republican Vice 


cate y, Presidential candidate Sarah Palin’s 18-year- 
She began playing hoc cae seventh grade : 

and grew to love it. It’s only her and the 
game. Although Alena no longer plays at _ 


old daughter, Bristol >» 
Palin. We are wit- © 
nessing the fervor of 
change sweeping the 
nation as a result of 
the drastic reshaping 
of national idealism 
and administration. 
Simultaneously, there 
has been a change 
in society’s percep- 
tion and acceptance 
of sex and sexuality. 
Bristol Palin is a shin- 
ing example. 


There could THE FIRE IN THE FIREPLACE IS SAFE AND BEAUTIFUL 


of abstinence. In her first interview with 
CNN, however, Bristol Palin stated that 
“abstinence was not realistic at all” in her 
situation. 

Well, if I may ask, why not? Why 
is it that abstinence is no longer realistic 
for an 18-year-old girl? Actually, to relate 
this question to our generation, why is 
abstinence no longer realistic for even a 13- 
, or 14-year-old 
| girl? 

New 
York Maga- 
zine recently 
looked into 
the subject 
of premarital 
abstinence, 
interviewing 
seven people 
> between the 
= ages of 22 and 
{41, who ex- 
plained why 


not have been a worse time for this 
pregnancy bombshell to drop on Palin’s 
fantastical hopes of becoming Vice Presi- 
dent (though her prospects weren't look- 
ing too great in the first place). This issue 
was exacerbated by the adamant stance 
that Palin took against abortion and teen 
pregnancy, as well as her strong advocacy 


they are still 
virgins. Some cited religious reasons, but 
most expressed that sex is something sa- 
cred, and that they are waiting for the one 
true love they can share themselves with. 
Virginity and its significance, according to 
the study’s participants, are being taken 
ever so lightly by our erotic generation due 
to the way our society exploits sex. I can 


1 


just hear Sex and the City’s Carrie Brad- 
shaw asking, “Has it become impossible 
for us to have serious, lasting relationships 
without the presence of physical element?” 
Apparently, it has. 

There has been an immense shift, in 
the last several decades, in our approach 
to sex and how it is portrayed in society. A 
topic that was once sensitive, even taboo, 
has become so openly discussed that many 
of us know about each other’s private lives 
at school or in the workplace. It has been 
glamorized and publicized, from stories 
about a congressman soliciting sex in a 
bathroom or paying thousands of dollars 
to a prostitute to images in the media, 
reenactments in movies, and even public 
displays of affection walking down the 
street. 

Of course, after acknowledging 
these facts, how can anyone expect boys 
and girls, filled with raging hormones, 


" to not pounce on each other, and in the 


words of Dr. Neary, “engage in the hori- 
zontal hop?” 

There is no right way to approach 
this subject, but the situation is clear. The 
sole solution may be to promote sex ed and 
the potential consequences of sex. We can- 
not impose our beliefs on society because 
every situation is different. But it is up to 
us, the next generation, to keep a doll in 
the hands of young girls a little longer. 


a ne a 
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Let’s Hope It Works 


By REED ae Wa ee Il 


STAFF ‘WRITER 


Our country is in a crisis. At this 


point, I don’t think anyone can deny 
it. The United States’ national debt is 
in the trillions, major banks have failed 
and more are failing, and people are los- 
ing their jobs at an unheard-of rate. On 
February 24th, President Obama signed 
a $787 billion stimulus package designed 
to help the country recuperate from the 
economic mess. The package sets aside 
approximately two-thirds of the money 
for new spending and the other third for 
tax breaks and credits, which is a change 
from the Bush Administration’s policy 
since so much of the bill is allotted for 
new initiatives. 

For the last eight years, tax breaks 
were preferred by politicians to boost the 
economy. The Republican approach has 
always been to give people tax credits and 
tax returns, with the idea that people will 
go out and spend the money the govern- 
ment gives them in stores and restaurants, 
therefore stimulating the economy. But 
because many people choose to save or in- 
vest the returns and because the economy, 
however strong it becomes, will collapse 
without sustained and long-term spend- 
ing, this method has yet to work in an 
effective manner. If everyone splurges in 
shops and restaurants, the market might 
balloon and seem healthy for a little while. 
But if these people don’t have jobs or can’t 
afford to pay their mortgages, they will 
stop spending and everything will return 
to the way it was. 

This is why one of the major goals 
of the stimulus package is to create more 
jobs. If current workers are able to keep 


their jobs and if new jobs are created for 
the unemployed, then more Americans 
will have a steady income and will be able 
to invest in the economy. 

Not only is job creation important, 
but it is also imperative that jobs are creat- 
ed in areas that will keep the country mov- 
ing forward. The stimulus package sets 
aside $141 billion for education in order to 
lighten the pcre cuts of public schools. 
Thisisessen- gum : 
tial because 
the students 
currently 
attending 
the pub- 
lic schools 
across the 
country are 
the same 
people who 


HANDED? YEAH HE IS! 


able future. 

The package creates numerous jobs 
in other fields that will help the country 
flourish, such as medical programs and the 
construction of new roads. It increases 


unemployment benefits to help the un- _ 


employed get back on their feet and look 
for work. 


Despite all of these things, the 
stimulus package is currently being criti- 


. cized from all directions. 
Many conservatives say that 


for new spending. Advocates 
for the environment say that 
since money is going to be 
spent on building more 
roads, more people will drive 
e cars and contribute to green- 


ehouse gases (which works 
“against the green initiatives 


will be leading 
this country in the future. Only if we are 
provided with a comprehensive education 
can we become responsible, informed 
citizens and do our part in keeping this 
country healthy. This money does not only 
aid education, but also prevent many of 
the anticipated lay-offs of teachers and 
administrators in the coming year, and 
therefore helps prevent the unemploy- 
ment rate from growing any further. 

The package also directs $54 bil- 
lion towards green energy and the en- 
vironment--creating new sustainable 
clean-energy projects, modernizing the 
water system, and providing tax credits 
to families that choose to weatherize 
their homes and buy energy-efficient cars. 
These energy initiatives will create new 
jobs and advance the country at the same 


‘time by bringing it into a green, sustain- 


that the bill has created). 
Economists say that the effects won’t be 
immediate enough to give the needed jolt 
to the weak economy, and ordinary people 
complain that they won’t receive enough 
aid from the government. 

I admit that there are many areas 
where the stimulus package could im- 
proved on, but the important thing is that 
we're taking a step in the right direction. 
All the money from this bill is going 
toward the necessary initiatives and it is 
focused on moving the country forward. 

It remains to be seen whether the 
stimulus package will be successful, but 
I have to say that I’m hopeful. Even if it 
doesn’t fix things right away, I feel that 
will do a great deal in terms of stabilizing 
the economy and that our country will 
benefit in the years to come from the jobs 
and projects it creates. 


there’s too much set aside 
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Coed?...Not Yet! 


Sixies’ Corner 


By MAn Ley WITTEN, I (72 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER From NOVEMBER 1971 


By MEMBERS OF CLAss OF °77 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS FROM NOVEMBER 1971 


At the start of the school year, rumor had it that several girls were 
attending our school; yet no one had seen them. When asked to confirm 
or deny the rumor, Dr. O’Leary told the ARGO that no girls had taken 
the BLS entrance exam in March of 1971, but that some girls wanted to 
transfer from GLS [Girls Latin School] to BLS. Dr. O’Leary pointed out 
that this contradicted BLS rules, sicne {sic] a separate exam, apart from 
GLS’, was required for admittance in either the 7th or 9th grade. The 
headmaster was quick to remark that if BLS went co-ed, there would 
be three girls to 1 1/2 boys, as a result of the girls being more mentally 
advanced at high school age, causing a large number of boys to drop out 
of BLS. Dr. O'Leary cites the book Adolescent Schools by Dr. James 
S. Coleman as a source of his opinions and ideas on such matters. “It 
would be a disservice to schooling if the cutoff scores between BLS and 
GLS were melded, choosing boy/girl of the same score, then progress- 
ing downward. This year GLS lowered its cutoff score to meet BLS’.” 
Dr. O'Leary proposed to higher authorities that GLS be moved across 
the street from BLS to the now English High School. Then AP courses, 
art classes, computer and other special or non-credit courses may be 
inte’ ed, the headmaster claims. The Alumni Association and the 
home/school association are working on this plan, with Atty. WIlliam F. 
Looney, Jr. handling the proceedings in the Mass. Commission Against 
Discrimination Court, Edith Fine of the Law Deprrtment is adding her 
assistance. 

When the League of Women Voters was contacted, the ARGO 
was informed that Attorney Walter Skinner handled a court case inyolv- 
ing sexual discrimination within BLS and GLS. Mr. Skinner told the 
ARGO that in the spring of 1970 the exams for both BLS and GLS were 
given. For boys to qualify, the cutoff score was 120, for girls it was 133. The 
League of Women Voters claimed to the School Committee that this was 
discrimination and in the fall of 1971 the Civil Liberties Union handled 
the case. Four or five parents of girls not accepted to GLS, but having 
scores above 120 served as plaintiffs, along with 4 of the 177 girls involved 
in the score hassle, in a class suit. The matter was in court in December 
and January of 1971, when a motion to dismiss the matter was denied, the 
magistrate being in favor of the plaintiffs. The hearing then went before 
a judge, the verdict being that girls eligible be admitted into BLS in the 
gth grade without a separate exam. The judge also stated that if a better 
idea was thought of by October 18, the matter would resume in court. 


After one marking term at Latin School sixies were asked 
what changes they would like to see brought about to make 
their existence at BLS more bearable. The following are their 
suggestions: 

“I think the water around here cruds. Like if you want 
to take a drink of water it only makes you more thirsty when 


being 


ee You! 


GOOGLECOM 


By Cysts We, I 
Forum Eprror 


ite i of Pokéinon are back. 


Actually, they never left. Now, I haven't 
_played nor watched Pokémon since the 
third grade, back when there were only one 
hundred and fifty of them. (One hundred 


fty-one, if you count Mew as part of 


that original bunch.) But now, the series 
_is in its eleventh season, eleventh movie, 


and fifteenth game (and that’s only for the 
Nintendo Gameboy or DS!) 
After almost eleven years of exis- 


tence, one would think that as the Poké- 


mon series progressed, Ash Ketchum and 


_all the other characters would age with the 
‘series, but it seems that he is still his ten- 
year-old self. This also begs the question 
of what kind of mother he has—letting 


him go out into the world at age ten to 
meet strangers and be a Pokémon master... 


What? 


Regardless of the fact that Ash has 


_a psycho mother, and that there are now 


eleven Pokémon movies out (1 could've 

sworn there were only three), I’m more 
concerned about the quality of the Poké- 
mon games themselves. They have always 
entertainment whether 
played on an actual Gameboy, a 

Gameboy emulator on your computer, or 


the more modern approach of a Game- 


boy emulator on the iPod Touch, but the 
fact that there are now fourteen games, 


the fifteenth scheduled to be released on 
March 22, seems odd to me. And though I 
_ have six versions of Pokémon on my iPod 
(Yes, six) that are potentially playable, the 
‘first r generation Blue, Red, and Yellow), in 
“my opinion, are still the best. Blue, Red, 


and Yellow kept to the plot of the original 
ne that my generation is most 
oe awful eae and 


its not cold. This is the only water in my whole life that I get os 


an aftertaste. So far only one fountain is rusty.” 

“T think Latin School is to [sic] hard on sixies and fivezies. 
I think it’s all right Isic} for the fourzies, threezies, twozies, 
and onezies. The reason I think teacher’s {sic} don’t push 
them around is because their [sic} afraid of them. Well you 
wait teachers, when we get into class 4, 3, 2, or 1 we'll get you 
back, with interest!!” 

“T don’t think you should get misdemeanor marks if you 
are late for class and if you don’t finish lunch on time because 
there is a long line and a lot of kids don’t have enough time 
to eat.” 

“T think that there should be some provision other than 
the program at the college for extra courses such as biology, 
chemistry, geometry, etc. in the school. I for one am planning 
to be a marine biologist for a life job. There are no provisions 
in the school for any form of biology for sixies and I would 
like to take at least one course in it this year, even if I had to 
stay after school.” 

“Tm a sixie but that isn’t the problem. The problem is 
couldn’t we try out for the freshman team? Is it the problem 
we’re too dumb or do you guys in the upper classes just don’t 
like us?” 

“This school is O.K. so far even though I am flunking 
a few subjects. I I [sic] think this school should be at least a 
little easier. I don’t think it should have misdemeanor marks 
for one thing, and I don’t think it should give 7th graders 8th 
grade math books. I like some things like you can buy your own 
lunch and water faucets in the hall but I don’t like the idea of 
centures {censures], staying afterschool to have a make up test 
or getting misdemeanor marks for being late because that isn’t 
a crime or anything. But one thing I hate is hissing us sixies.” 


nes tm leaders and all), le more. I 


remember that I used to play Pokémon 

Gold on my Gameboy emulator, using the 
accelerate button to make Ash walk faster 
_ because I wanted to finish the game as fast 


as possible. I didn’t want to enjoy the scen- 


_ ery, read what the people were saying, nor 


catch all two hundred and fifty Pokémon, 
I just wanted to beat all the Gym Leaders 
and be oa with the game. In terms of 
originality, Pokémon Blue by far beasted 


Pokémon Gold. 


Yet somehow, after Gold and Silver 
were released, eight more were versions 
were made. Some were remakes of previous 


games, so technically there are only a total 


of ten versions of Pokémon out there, But 


‘it seems tome that with every version, the 


Pokémon, get more and more ridiculous, 


and the plot more ae tvathie 
: csand k joth- 
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By QuEEN ARSEM-O’ MALLEY 


Epitor-iIN-CHIEE 


Prada, Burberry, Rock & Republic, 
Brooks Brothers, Louis Vuitton — this 
isn't Paris Fashion Week’s lineup. It’s a 
select few of the many design- 
ers that characters wear on 
The CW’s hit show Gossip Girl, 
based on the book series of 
the same name, which follows 
the young, beautiful, and fabu- 
lously wealthy (and the source 
of their wealth, their parents) 
and their schools, scandals, and 
society in New York’s Upper 
East Side. 

The show, now in its sec- 
ond season, has garnered more 
controversy and attention than 
any in recent memory. Perhaps 
it’s the lifelike behavior that 
attracts so many fans — the 
teens text each other con- 
stantly, stress about college 
acceptances, and, well, gossip; 
perhaps it’s the relevant de- 
tails — the soundtrack is made 
up of popular artists like The 
Virgins, One Republic, and the 
Ting Tings, and socialite Tins- 
ley Mortimer guest-starred in 
an episode. 

But the main focus of © 
the show is the super-skinny, © 
super-rich leads, particularly ~ 
best friends Blair Waldorf | .« 
and Serena van der Woodsen, 
and their party-filled, private- 


aga 
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More Than Just Gossip 


glamorized, dubbing the show too ma- 
ture and scandalous for the young viewers 
it targets. (This was only magnified when 
the show’s producers used the media’s 
negative reviews in their ad campaign for 
the second season, with lines like “Very 


or 


pect may make parents uncomfortable, 
teenagers are exposed to sexual situations 
in their everyday lives in their immediate 
environments, and though the stars are 
young and hot, it’s not their casual sex 
lives that draws many viewers. 

It’s the fashion. And everyone 
behind the show knows it. 

The New York Times has cov- 
ered the Gossip Girl Fashion Phe- 
nomena more than once; countless 
websites have sprung up, describ- 
ing every aspect of every outfit 
and how to replicate them. Hours 
after a new episode airs, the brands 
and prices of items can be found 
online, and the official Gossip Girl 
website includes links to online 
boutiques where the items can be 
found (charging users a fee in the 
process, so that the show profits 
further). 

In the article in The New 
York Times, high-end department 
store Bloomingdale’s fashion 
director, Stephanie Solomon, 
professed that the show “has had 
a profound influence on retail,” 
and that it appeals not only to 
teenagers, but also to women 
2 (and some men) in their 20s and 
Be 308. Business statistics, especially 
in New York City, show that the 
= show has inspired trends and 
E influenced shopping patterns in 
extremely high rates. 

s With the country in the 
z Crisis it is currently facing, people 
_.2& may be dismissing the topic of 


school-attending lives. 

Most of the controversy surround- 
ing the show has been brought up by par- 
ents and adults, concerning the ways that 
the teenagers’ sex lives are depicted and 


4s 


bad for you” printed over a suggestive 
photograph of a main character feeding 
a cherry to a young woman.) 

While the show’s semi-erotic as- 


pop culture, and of fashion, as 
unimportant and trivial. But the fact is 
that pop culture is increasingly deter 
mining our actions and thoughts, and 
that can’t bode well for our future. But 


when Gossip Girl isn’t being covered, 
newspapers are filled with depressing 
economic news: stock markets drop- 
ping, banks failing, investments lost, 
or the rising cost of college, rent, food, 
and fuel. 

Young adults should be learning 
how to save and manage their money. 
But instead, shows like Gossip Girl are 
perpetuating reckless, exorbitant spend- 
ing — even Jenny Humphrey, a character 
from a middle-class family, attending 
private school on a scholarship, somehow 
managed to carry a Valentino bag in a 
recent episode, valued at a cool $2500. 
The average American carries about 
$8000 in debt; with the current economy, 
that number is very likely to rise. Yet the 
pull of the fashion fetish is too strong 
for many. How can it be healthy for our 
culture and entertainment to encourage 
consumerism to the point of such mis- 
management of our money? 

But we can’t blame Blair, Serena, 
Jenny, and their cronies for the vulner- 
ability of the young women of America, 
can we? Gossip Girl viewers only emulate 
the styles and behaviors of the characters 
because of the preconceived notion that 
theirs are the lives and bodies that we 
should idolize and strive for. The New 
York Times Magazine recently asked Brit- 
ish psychoanalyst Susie Orbach if there 
was a connection between “shows like 
Gossip Girl and bulimia.” The fact that 
this question could even be considered 
conceivable is frightening enough; Ms. 
Orbach’s emphatic “yes” was the final 
straw. : 

Ultimately, we must remember that 
it’s not the show itself that is dangerous — 
it’s the way and extent to which we let it 
affect us. And that is what parents should 
be worried about the most. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Continued from Page 8 


fected, and yet cultural and social stigma 
led to legal discrimination. 

But where the Gay Rights Move- 
ment is distinctly analogous to the Civil 
Rights Movement is in the following quote, 
taken from Dr. Cohee’s letter: “Why not 
reserve the traditional term ‘marriage’ for 
monogamous heterosexual unions and 
form another for homosexual terms?” The 
rejoinder comes from the annals of his- 
tory: “Separate is 
not always equal.” 
And specifically, 
at this juncture 


KEY: Marriage © Civil unions 


: . Wwe 
in America, there oe 
is no legal status @ 
that provides the ee 
same legal rights ,,. | 
P The Associated : 
and benefits to *» = 
spouses than mar- Ye 


riage. And then, oe oo 
there is the emo- 
tional issue of 


® Domestic partnerships 


GAY MARRIAGE IS ONLY LEGAL IN MASS. 


ply letting homosexual couples in on the 
pleasures of legally “being married.” 

But finally, we come to an intriguing 
question posed by the missive: “Have we 
no higher ideals than mere tolerance?” 
Perhaps the opponents of gay marriage 
simply underestimate the potency of 
tolerance. Without tolerance—the abil- 
ity to accept the viewpoints and statuses 
of other people—consensus can never 
be achieved. A vast majority of global 
disputes, such as the sectarian violence 
in Iraq, the civil war in Sri Lanka, and 
‘the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, have erupted 
and resulted in mas- 
sive bloodshed due 
to intolerance. In 
America, this intoler 
ance has donned the 
ed nefarious white hood 
— >and resulted in mental 
< intimidation, the burn- 
2 ing of property, and 
$the lynching of many 

innocent people. Even 


No law 
Ban on same- 
Sex 


MA MD 
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celling a substantial group of citizens of 
this nation that they are not entitled to 
-he same status other groups receive; that 
they cannot marry, but they can form 
civil unions,” which are somehow the 
ime thing. 
If the word “marriage” is imbued 
vith so much traditional and religious sig- 
nificance, perhaps it needs to be stripped 
‘ntirely from the lexicon of the American 
vernment. Let every couple in the na- 
on legally hold “civil unions,” and then 
ivately, they can have whatever marriage 
‘emony they desire. America is a secular 
© anyways; so the religious significance 
be eradicated. But something tells 
uch a maneuver would provoke the 
h of conservatives far more than sim- 


prior to this current episode, the homo- 
sexual community was one of the victims 
of Hitler’s intolerance which manifested 
itself in gruesome concentration camps. 
Tolerance, far from being a “mere” item 
lacking importance, is a very fundamental 
element of stability and peace. The fact 
that encouragement in this epistle is given 
to those “who are mean, self-righteous, 
hypocritical, reactionary, or vindictive for 
deeply-held and sincere {really?] reasons,” 
—in other words, those who seek to pro- 
mote intolerance—is and disturbing. How 
can the opinions of this group of people 
be given equal “respect” to the opinions 
of a group of people proposing laws not to 
spite or discriminate against a community, 
but rather, to empower one? 


—— 


Comp00py 


By Danie Boy _e, II 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


In the Art Wing, where the Argo staff convenes for Production Week, one com- 
puter has never worked. A bored friend of an Argo editor decided to find out why, 
exactly, no one ever used this computer; the answer was dire. This is his impassioned 
appeal for the computer to be fixed, in his own words; we suggest you read this several 


times to gain the full experience: 


Not lot ov option$ to typ- x, c, y, t, b, y, n, u, m, i, 0, p, & sum punctution$- . , 


ot 


Comp poopy! Comp not typ. comp wont typ. not coo... Y not typ? no mon- 


Ny... ' 


Im mopy. T_T Moov monny to I & comp. $$$$! 


- By victim ov poopy comp X-( 


Pee NS 


THE 


ESA 


ERASE ANA 
BEAST ITSELF 


MICHELLE YAN (I) 
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Have Your Cupcake and Wear It, Too 


By JAKARA TOLBERT, II 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


I can recall the specific moment I 
first heard the name Johnny Cupcakes. 
It was directly followed by feelings of ut- 
ter disappointment when I realized that 
it was cupcake-clad T-shirts being sold, 
rather than the actual pastry. 

“My name is Johnny, and I make 
shirts with cupcakes on them,” concluded 
Johnny Earl, Massachusetts’ own multi- 
millionaire T-shirt baker, at the end of 
his nearly three-hour seminar about his 
unforeseen ride to success. I genuinely 
sympathize with those who are oblivious 
to the goings-on within their own school. 
For the first time in a while, thanks to the 
Boston Latin School Business Society, we 
students were given the opportunity to 
hear the story of someone whose achieve- 
ments totally break the mold of BLS’s 
formula for success. 

I remember seeing the flyers in the 
hallway a couple days before the event. I 
did a double-take to be sure I had read 
it correctly. Johnny Cupcakes? At BLS? 
At 2:15 PM sharp on the day of, a sea of 
excited students, ranging from sixies to 
seniors, rushed to the third floor. Still 
lugging around their seventh period 
books, they crowded the already teeming 
hallway in anticipation of BLS’s very first 
21st century pseudo-celebrity. Even those, 
including me, who swore they would 


never be caught dead among the throng of 
sweet-toothed, T-shirt-wearing groupies, 
found themselves rushing for front row 
seats. When the event became too large 
for the Seevak Room to accomodate, it 
was moved to the auditorium. 

Standing no taller than 5 7” 
Johnny appeared wearing lena 
black dunks, a pair of dark wash 
Levi's and the original black and 
white Johnny Cupcakes T-shirt. 
A quirky, cool kind of confidence 
radiated from him. It struck me 
that if I were to see this man on | 
the street, it would never have 
crossed my mind that he was the 
creator of a multi-million dol- 
lar company. He simply looked 
like one of us. And as he began 
to tell his story, it became clear 
that he was. 

Like any other kid in search 


him, and left to work a series of odd jobs, 
including a position at Newbury Comics, 
where he got his nickname leading to his 
later success. 


Down the road of cotton-baked 


had his fair share of heartbreak, calling 
relationships nothing but a distraction. 
Lastly, Johnny believes that putting 110% 
into anything you do is the ultimate key 
to success. In addition to the three points 
aforementioned, I feel 
that Johnny’s extreme 

creativity, sincerity, 
| and acute attention to 
detail have also been 
major factors in his 
success. 

We all wear the 
shirts, but how many 
47 of us really understand 
what the deal was with 
B the cupcakes? I believe 
p that it was this curios- 
Lity that led to the in- 
=evitable success of the 
event. It is also this 
ability to keep his cus- 


of their own money, Johnny - 
began to dabble as an entrepreneur. 
Starting with a lemonade stand and 
later, branching out into the business of 
practical joke paraphenalia-selling (which 
regrettably resulted in the near-death of a 
fellow student), he discovered his gift for 
marketing and sales. He graduated in a 
class of eight, from a small high school in 
Hull, Massachusetts. Between struggling 
against a learning disability and develop- 
ing his curiosity about the future, Johnny 
realized that college simply was not for 


wealth, Johnny picked up a few helpful 
tips, which he felt can benefit us all in 
the long run. First, steer clear of drugs 
and alcohol. No matter the corniness as- 
sociated with the “above the influence” 
subtext, the evidence is overwhelming. In 
fact, Johnny swears the key to his success 
is abstaining from drinking alcohol and 
doing drugs. Second, avoid relationships 
at all costs. It would seem that, from the 
number of times he mentioned it during 
his presentation, our beloved Johnny has 


—— tomers guessing upon 
Wich Johnny has built his company. 
His trend of creative randomness draws 
in his fans like a toddler to the smell of 
freshly baked cupcakes. The brand serves 
as an inspiration to all the kids out there 
that are not getting straight A’s and find 
themselves off the beaten path. “If I can 
do it with cupcakes, you can do it with 
anything,” said Johnny Cupcakes, showing 
that success may be found not only in the 
hands of academia, but also in the oven 
mitts of creativity and imagination. 


Wake-Up Call from a Chick Flick? 


By Denise NcuyeEn, I 
A&E Epiror 


You are at the movie theatre and 
you secretly want to see the latest chick 
flick, but you are sure your boyfriend will 
sleep through it. Or maybe you are at the 
movie theatre and you want to watch the 
latest action movie, but know that your 
girlfriend will suffer through it. So what 
do you do? Why not compromise? 

First uttered on an episode of Sex 
and the City, the phrase “He’s Just Not 
That Into You” was formerly turned into 
a title of a New York Times’ Best-Selling 
Book. Now, it is the name of one of newest 
movies in theatres. 

The movie depicts the lives of nine 
interconnected individuals, who have no 
clue how to read the opposite sex’s dat- 
ing signals. The story line is a bit com- 
plex (probably suggesting that real life 
relationships are similarly intricate). The 
film starts out with naive Gigi (Ginnifer 
Goodwin), who is on a date with a real 
estate agent named Conor (Kevin Con- 
nolly). Conor, however, is in love with the 
flirtatious Anna (Scarlett Johansen), who 


has an affair with Ben (Bradley Cooper), 
who is married to the dull Janine (Jennifer 
Connelly). Ben is also best friends with 
Neil (Ben Affleck), who is contemplat- 
ing whether or not he 
should marry the love 
of his life, Beth Jen- 
nifer Aniston). 

If that is not 
enough, the movie also 
portrays more com- 
plicated relationships 
through Mary (Drew 
Barrymore), who is in 
an online relationship 
through MySpace, and 
Alex, who thinks he 
is the “king of depict- 
ing signals,” but in the 
end realizes that he is 
mistaken. 

Although it may 
appear to be another 
typical chick flick, the 


hes just 


‘that into vou 


NO, REALLY, HE’S NOT. 


cheesy singing, elderly folks giving advice, 
speeches in which a guy tells the girl all 
the little details that he likes about her, 
ou especially, no crying that involves 

“sliding down a wall” 
at an excruciatingly 
slow pace. 

The movie also 
strays from the usu- 
al chick flick video 
tactics, which involve 
someone running or 
moving in slow mo- 
tion while melodic 
music plays in the 
background. In fact, 
the movie is cut up 
into several fast-paced 
screenshots, going 
back and forth among 
all the characters. Lit- 
= tered throughout the 
E film are random but 
effective interviews of 


movie successfully strays from the main 
chick flick clichés. The director, Ken 
Kwapis, and cast members say that you 
will not find any “makeover montages,” 


non-stars talking about their disastrous 
relationships. Although it may seem that 
the crossing of the lives of these char 
acters makes the movie confusing, it is 


actually fairly easy to follow. Also, because 
the scenes are so short, if you do not like a 
character, the movie will jump to another 
one quickly. 

Perhaps the best aspect of the 
movie is the cast. At first, it might seem 
that, with the many popular actors and 
actresses, Hollywood is trying to pull off 
another Ocean’s Eleven, just to get money 
from the viewers. Everyone in this movie, 
however, delivers their roles flawlessly and 
has a good chemistry with each other. 
The jokes are new and effective, and most 
importantly, the lessons within the movie 
are harsh, but borderline true. In fact, the 
movie starts off with the statement that 
all girls learn while growing up: “if a guy 
punches you, he likes you.” This explains 
why, as women grow older, they tend to be 
attracted to men who are jerks. Women 
tend to blame themselves for everything 
wrong in their relationships, giving men 
the benefit of the doubt, even though in 
reality, it probably is his fault. So, next 
time you find yourself thinking that 
maybe he (or she) deleted your number 
by accident, chances are he might just not 
be that into you. 


~ Schoolwide 


Nigh: for jonior, and Par- 
ents (March 18, 6 PM) 
earn about the college application 
rocess from the guidance staff, and pre- 
are for ze upcoming months. 


_ Fourth Public 
Dademadon try-outs (March 24) 
Members of all Classes are invited to 
out. Submit a copy of your piece for 


= pase by Monday, March 23 to Ms Holm 


in Room 120. See Ms Holm for additional 
information or coaching. _ 


Come que enjoy socializing with 
your fellow sixies in the Dining Hall! 


BLS Spelling Bee (March 27, 3-5PM) 
Come and support your fellow class- 


‘ mates at the Spelling Bee! It is open to the 


entire school and each team will consist 
of 2-4 people. It costs $1 per person on a 
team, $3 to watch. The game will be held 


in the upper gym. 


Improv Show (April 3, 3 PM) 

Yellow Submarine Improv Troupe 
presents their spring yeah in the Black 
Box Theater. ~ 
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Spotlight 
Brigid Buck 


By JESSICA WALSH, I 


COontRIBUTING WRITER 

Brigid Buck is one of my best 
friends. Aithough a gorgeous blonde, she 
only falls into the dumb blonde category 
when she’s hanging with me. In reality, 
she’s an excellent student. However, that’s 
not the only reason why I’m friends with 
her. She also happens to be loyal and 
caring; she’s always there to help people 
with their problems, even if she’s having 
a bad day herself. She’s very open-minded 
and can strike up a conversation with 
just about anyone. She'll let you cry on 
her shoulder no matter what time of day 
(or night) it is and will give you copious 
amounts of chocolate and tea until you 


feel better. She’s the kind of person who. 


can take the worst day of your life and 
make it worth the effort to keep going; 
she has a solution to everything. 

Brigid is most known for being 
an amazing singer. She is a soprano in 
both Concert Choir and Show Choir. I 
know this because she’s sung anything 
and everything with me—whether it be a 
country song or a Christmas song. In fact, 
you can probably catch us singing together 
in the hallways or while walking to Forest 
Hills. Brigid is able to sing anything that 
the musical genius, Mr. Charig, throws 
at her. Trust me, go to the Spring Music 
nights—-Brigid’s voice is awesome. 

Not only is Brigid a talented singer, 


she is also a swimmer. She has been a 
member of both the Flaherty and Boston 
Latin School swim teams. Like me, she has 
poor coordination, but she’s up for playing 
anything. There was a memorable time at _ 
one of Isaac’s soccer games, where she and _ 
I attempted to play soccer. Needless to say 

__. Michael Bay was involved in 

Brigid has taken Spanish at BLS 

since eighth grade and is going on the 
trip to Spain in April with me (and since 


one of us fell a lot (yes, it was me). 


she’s a loyal friend, I’m pretty sure she’ s 


not going to sell me). She also went on the 


Washington D.C. Facing History trip last 
year. One of her favorite classes this year is 
Art History. Basically, she enjoys History, 
but she likes Spanish just a bit more. Don’t 
ask me why, I think she’s crazy,too. 

Brigid is also an eclectic person. 
Besides being a scholar, she is also very 
community oriented and selfless. She 
enjoys helping out other people, such as 
myself. She’s a member of Society Earth 


Animals Life GEAL) and Students Taking 


Action Now: Darfur STAND), which is a 
student group working to end genocide, 
mainly in Darfur. She enjoys horseback 
riding and helping out at her friends’ farm. 
She even took a road trip to Minnesota in 
order to help out a horse show. 

To wrap up, I'd like to mention 


that Brigid is one of the most interesting 
and eae! people I know. Someone : 
things that Nispel, wanted to repulse his 
_ audience rather than scare them, then 


— K&E — 
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he Fun, Easily Forgotten 


By RACHEL L TRIPP, Il 


STAFF WriTER 


Confessions of a Shopaholic is 
the seemingly endless saga of journalist 
Rebecca Bloomwood’s attempt to dig 
herself out of debt while hypocritically 
giving financial advice. It is also a movie 
destined -to be forgotten by July of this 
year. This hour and fifty-two minute film, 
directed by PJ. Hogan, felt more like an 
eternity after sixty minutes of uninter 


_ rupted shopping-related happenings. 


Despite its length, Confessions of a 
Shopaholic does have more good points 
than bad ones, Its strong comedic opening 
has the audience immediately laughing 
about the narrative of Rebecca’s child- 


_ hood admiration of the “beautiful grown- 


up girls and their magic cards.” We are 
then introduced to Rebecca Bloomwood 
in the present: a sweet, charming, New 
York City journalist whose addiction to all 
things expensive has sunk her $18,000 in 
debt. Bloomwood is convincingly played 
by Isla Fisher (not to be confused with 
Amy Adams). 


While Rebecca has dreams of 


working for a top fashion magazine, she 
cannot quite get her foot in the door. 
Instead, she brown-noses her way into 
a position as an advice columnist for a 
sinking financial magazine. Despite her 
friends’ skepticism of her ability to save 
others from financial ruin due to her own 
predicament, Rebecca’s column turns 
into an overnight sensation, sending the 
magazine’s sales through the roof. This 
elates her employer, the young and clever 
Luke Brandon, portrayed beautifully by 
the Armani-coated smoothness of Hugh 


By Emiry Ciriivo, II 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


Walking into the new Friday the 
13th, my expectations were low, to say 
the least. Even so, this new spin 
on the already overdone 1980 
original disappoints. I admit 
that my reason for seeing this 
film was purely superficial: Jar 
ed Padalecki (Sam Winchester 
from Supernatural) starred 
in it. Lame, right? I know! I 
even looked past the fact that 


this project and instead, saw 
it because of the adored TV 
stud. Though the plot and the 
acting are tolerable, the excess 
of guts and gore in Friday the 
13th disgusts viewers and drags 
the film down. 

Again, in case you failed 
to notice, the movie was quite 
gory. Jason Voorhees (Derek 
Mears), the masked villain, is 
revamped and as creative as 
one might imagine bloodthirsty 
serial killers can be. All thirteen 
of his victims die gruesome and 
violent deaths, though some of 
them did make me laugh due to 
their ridiculous execution. My 
personal favorite is the unfortu- 
nate fellow who got the arrow 
through the head and some of 
the others were pretty gross, 
too. The kills were extremely 
graphic, but not scary. If the 
director of the film, Marcus 


Dancy. As a result, she is immediately 
promoted. 

To keep the plot rolling, we are 
introduced to the obnoxious Robert 
Stanton, who plays the disturbingly dedi- 


_ cated debt-collector, Derrick Smeath. His 


role provides filmmakers with an excuse 
to keep this film under the category of 
“comedy,” by slipping 
in the outrageous 
and hilarious evasion 
tactics Rebecca uses 
in order to avoid him. 
The least complicat- 
ed of which involves 
Bloomwood attempt- 
ing to convince Bran- 
don that Smeath is 


her ex-boyfriend and 
is stalking her. 
When Re- 


becca’s compulsive 
shopping habits land 
her in a 12-step, self- 
help program and 
threaten to destroy 
her personal life and 
derail her career in 
one fell swoop, it 
is up to Rebecca to 


All she ever wanted was a litte credit... 


PROM THE BESPSELLING NOVES 


SHOPPING LIST: THE DVD, MERCH, SHOES... 


~~ « 


ing the film’s “crazy factor.” 

When all is said and done, Confes- 
sions of a Shopaholic is a romantic com- 
edy, so a happy ending, sealed with a kiss is 
more than called for. In this aspect, Dancy 
and Fisher do an incredible job, bringing 
real chemistry and heartfelt emotion to 
the screen, along with the predictable 
witty banter that be- 
gins most on-screen 
relationships. Their 
bond begins with a 
chance-encounter 
involving a hot dog 
stand and an urgent 
need for a green 
scarf, and ends in 
Rebecca’s employ- 
ment. A few prat- 
falls later, Luke and 
Rebecca are well on 
their way to falling 
in unsurprising but 
adorable, cleverly 
scripted movie love. 

Overall, Con- 
fessions of a Shopa- 
holic fulfills your 
every expectation 
for a romantic com-_ 


FILMSI.COM 


reevaluate what is — 
really important in her life and solve her 
debt problem. 

Although she may think so, Rebecca 
is not alone in her troubles. Her sup- 
portive roommate, Suze, played by the 
wacky Krystan Ritter, and her slightly 
off-centered parents, played by the ill- 
casted and very mismatched Joan Cusack 
and John Goodman, provide Rebecca with 
love and support, in addition to amplify- 


that the movie’s stupid plot is forgotten 
altogether. 

Regarding the plot, this film is un- 
like other films in the franchise. It starts 
off like any other slasher flick, with a few 


SOMEHOW, I CAN’T SEE HIM AS A MODEL 


edy. It is a rainy-day 
chick flick, destined to be snatched off 
the shelves of Blockbusters across the 
country by giggly suburban pre-teens. It 
provides the expected and indispensable 
happy ending, mixed in with twists and 
turns to keep the audience captivated. It 
is the quintessential waste of time that is 
perfect for days when actual thinking does 
not seem appealing. If only it had been a 
bit shorter. 


Friday Fails With Same Old Plot 


killing all of the kids, Jason takes a girl 
prisoner. The girl coincidentally happens 
to be Whitney (Amanda Righetti), sister 
of the protagonist Clay (Jared Padalecki). 
Clay is looking for his missing sister when 
he meets another group of 
kids who are planning a trip 
to the woods. The remainder 
of the film reverts to the basic 
horror movie formula, but 
what really bugs me is that 
Jason has never taken prison- 
ers. Why would he start now? 
Jason’s motive is supposedly 
that Whitney looks like his 
mother. Is it just me, or does 
this film sound ridiculous? 
Honestly, if you are 
looking for a good horror 
flick, this Friday the 13th 
remake is not for you. I sug- 
gest renting the original film 
from 1980, which is not much 
better plot-wise, but it did 
start the whole franchise 
off and it was not so sicken- 
ing either. The only reason 
I would suggest seeing this 
flick is if you want to laugh 
with your friends in the back 
of a theater. The only thing 
that made my experience 
enjoyable was clapping and 
laughing with the whole the- 
ater after all the deaths and 
b overhearing the whispered 
= predictions of what would 
happen next from the people 
behind me. If you want to see 
F a good slasher movie, then 


dumb kids going into the woods and get- 


do not waste your money on 
this stupid, gross piece of garbage that 


he has hit the mark perfectly. To me, ting killed. But then, the film veers off 
they spent so much time on éach death from the expected story line. Instead of 


someone like Michael Bay considers to 
be awesome. 
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Grammys: Glam as Usual 


By NICOLE Finn, II ne ih 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


“The future needs a big kiss.” 
With these words, the international pop 
sensation U2 kicked off the s1st annual 
Grammy Awards on February 8th, 2009. 
The Grammys are the “premier outlet for 
honoring achievements in the recording 
arts and supporting the music commu- 
nity,” and “the only peer-presented award 
to honor artistic achievement, technical 
proficiency and overall excellence in the 
recording industry, without regard to 
album sales or chart position.” 

Aside from the trademark phono- 
graph trophy, the Grammys are known for 
its numerous performances. At the Gram- 
mys, artists of different genres gather to 
perform for their American audience. At 
this year’s Grammys, legends such as Al 
Green, Ste- ; 
vie Wonder | 
and Paul | 
McCartney 
performed | 
along with } 
modern art- | 
ists includ- | 
ing Justin 
Timberlake, 
Katy Perry, | 
Carrie Un- - 
derwood 
and Jenni- 
fer Hudson. --——--— 

Even the music industry's young artists, 
like Miley Cyrus, Taylor Swift and the 
Jonas Brothers, were invited to take the 
stage. Although one of the Jonas Broth- 
ers (they all look the same) botched the 
lyrics to Stevie Wonder’s “Superstition,” 


AN EARNEST ATTEMPT TO MAKE PHONOGRAPHS HIP 


the performances were entertaining 
to watch. 

For the most part, artists just 
wanted to put on a great show. Carrie 
Underwood belted out “Last Name,” 
the same song that won her the Best 
Female Country Vocal award. Jennifer 
Hudson’s emotional performance of 
“You Pulled Me Through” was fol- 
lowed by a subsequent award for Best 
R&B album. The most impressive 
performance, however, was “Swagga 
Like Us,” when four rap superstars 
took the stage with M.I.A: T.1., # 
Jay-Z, Kanye West and Lil’ Wayne. 
These rappers blew the crowd away 
with avery pregnant M.1.A., who had 
enough “swagga” to perform with her 
baby bump. Following these perfor- 
mances, Lil’ Wayne had the honor of 
winning Best Rap Album award for 

, Tha Carter - 
yg, III. 

Some art- 
ists even had 
| the honor of 
| receiving mul- 
tiple Gram- 
mys that night. 
>Robert Plant, 
“ drummer of Led 
ti Zeppelin, and 
= Alison Krauss 
2 took home five 
3 3 Grammy awards 
- including Re- 
cord of the Year for Please Read the Letter, 
Album of the Year for Razsing Sand, Best 
Pop Collaboration With Vocals for “Rich 
Woman,” Best Country Collaboration 
With Vocals for “Killing the Blues” and 
Best Contemporary Folk/Americana Al- 


3 MONTHS IS NOT ASI IMPORTANT AS THE GRAMMYS- 


bum for Raising Sand. The English rock 
band Coldplay received awards for Best 
Rock Album, Song of the Year, and Best 
Pop Performance by a Duo or Group 
With Vocals. 

Following the tradition of other 
awards shows, the Grammys paid tribute 
to those who have passed away in the past 
year. Many of today’s generation might 
not have recognized some of those to 
whom tribute was paid but most of their 
works are still very well known, like jazz 
artist Neil Hefti’s Batman theme song. 
Though the Grammys were somewhat 
overshadowed by Chris Brown’s arrest and 
both his and Rihanna’s absences from the 
scheduled line-up, the tributes to the late 
artists show us that music lives on even 


when the artists do not. The Grammys nis dog 
ie encompasses the idea of a music lover.” 


surely proved that the show must go on. 


Latin Blows Competition Away 


By Anpy Vo, III 
AssISTANT A&E Epiror 


For a school with an academic focus 
in mind (those “successful college stud- 
ies”), we do a fairly decent job with the 
arts. The arts have always been a large 
part of any Boston Latin School student’s 
life: this editor thinks it is safe to say 
that more than half of the BLS popula- 
tion is involved in some form of the arts 
(do not forget those 
sixies and eighth grad- — 
ers). Honestly, though, 
“arts” is such a broad 
term. Here, it refers to 
music and the achieve- 
ments of the school’s 
Big Band under the 
direction of Paul Pitts. 
Recently, on Satur 
day, January 31, the 
Big Band attended 
the 41st Berklee Jazz 
Festival, held at the 
Hynes Convention 
Center. High school 
jazz bands from all 
around New England 
gathered to play in 


six points ahead, with a score of 277. 
Still, Mr. Pitts takes the award with 
pride. BLS has placed in the top three 
for the past four years (winning first last 
year) and six points is anything but im- 
portant to him, calling the margin “pretty 
subjective.” This year, Matt Hull (II) was 
recognized as the “Judge’s Choice” for the 
band, sort of like an MVP. Hull, the lead 
trumpet player, plays numerous solos and 
has many features in the songs performed 


school must be “right on the cut,” similar 
to his opinion regarding the top three 
schools. The students, however, are quick 
to blame the change. Dan Moreno (IID, 
one of the trombone players, says, “Part 
of the reason [we placed 3rd} was that 
there were more schools, and there was 
more competition.” Was this “part” the 
main reason, however? The answer is a 
resounding “yes.” His director, however, 
argues that “back-up mics” and other 
critiques, such as “playing 
sharper,” were among the 
_ tiny details that cost them 
seven points and winning 
first place for the second 
_ year in a row. 

So, what is next in 


_ “My goal is to make the 
State Finals,” Mr. Pitts 
says, which the band ac- 
complished on February 
25 at Cape Cod, for the 
ninth year in a row. His 
own. son, bassist Matt 
Pitts (IV), was recognized 
as the MVP of the band, 
< another achievement for 
© es the director. The State Fi- 
= — nals will be held on March 


front of judges and 
to compete with each other. The judges 
who evaluate these schools are all Berk 
lee faculty members, who are either jazz 
musicians or vocalists. They judge based 
on tone quality, pitch, balance and blend, 
rhythm, articulation, timing, soloists, and 
choice of music. Needless to say, the judg- 
ing is rather extensive—on a 300-point 
scale. What score did BLS receive? BLS 
earned 271 points, placing third place out 
of 16 schools. Pennsauken High School, 
the school that won first place, was only 


by Big Band. Mr. Pitts was also recognized 
for his direction by different media out- 
lets, including Boston University TV. So, 
how did the fall from first place occur? 
Some students believe the change 
in divisions, from Class I to Class II, has 
made the job more difficult. Schools are 
put into classes by a formula involving 
the size of the student body, and there 
can be many factors for a change, such 
as more schools competing. Mr. Pitts 
believes the number of students in our 


21 at “pone High School, and from 
there, those who receive a gold medal will 
go on to perform at the Hatch Shell, an 
honor which the band proudly received 
last year (the pictures are still up on the 
bulletin board in the music wing). 

In the end, it is not ranking that 
matters. It is not one or two points. It 
is the recognition of the hard work and 
dedication these students have put into 
their music and the sense of pride BLS 
holds in the arts that matters. 


the Big Band’s future? © 


Tigi 


Billy Thompson 


“BY AMBER CRANSTON, I 
Contrinurine ee 


Prchost senior year, Billy and 
I have become quite close. From mutual 
interests in music bloomed a friendship 
that I have been thankful for all year. And 
as we go our separate ways in the spring, I 
know Billy is destined for great things. 

Billy (full name William Charles 


Thompson) was born in a log cabin in 


western Massachusetts 19 years ago. Well, 
not really. He was born in a hospital like 
the rest of us and resides in East Boston. 
He has an older sister, Kelly (who is an 
alumna of this school) and an evil dog 
named Sonar. He also spends a great 
amount of time in his signature Volvo, 
where many of the shenanigans of the 


Squallie Squad have taken place. 


But ee around and playing with 
ve all | 


He’s an active member in Concert Band, 

was Co-Captain of Football Band (with 
yours truly), and is in Show Choir and the 
Wolftones. He played Joe in the school’s 

fall musical Merrily We Roll Along and 
he played the baritone saxophone in the 
winner of last year’s Battle of the Bands, 
Extra Medium. He intends to continue 


his musical education in college, and he'll 


be right athome. 
Along with the several musical 
groups he’s a part of, Billy is also an avid 


_ sailor, He’s been doing it for 9 years and is 
_ completely comfortable in the water. 


‘But even with all of these prior 


"engagements, Billy i is still an awesome 


friend. He’s always down for going to 
random areas of Boston or trooping out 
to Blackstone for a weekend. But in all 


seriousness, Billy is always there when I 
_ need to talk or vent. He’s a great listener 
and a genuinely caring person. 


‘He also happens to be a huge Star 


Wars and Battlestar Galactica fan (nerd). 
And here is my prime example: Billy, 


Ray and I were at Ray’s friend’s house. 
We were listening to music and just talk- 
ing, when someone mentions Star Wars. 
Billy's face instantly lights up and he 


proceeds to engage Ray’s friend in a half 


an hourlong love fest about Star Wars. 
And just when I thought it was finally 


over, Billy goes “Hey man, do you like 


Battlestar Galactica too?” which sent 
them into another half hour discussion 
about the finer points of filming in fake © 
space. It was one of the most hilarious 
and kind of embarrassing things I’ve ever 
seen Billy do. And he didn’t even care! He 
was thoroughly enjoying himself, despite 
the looks of shame and mild disgust on 
Ray’s and my faces. 

But in the end, over looking this 
one tiny flaw, Billy really is an amazing 
person. He’s considerate and friendly 
and kind and so many other things. Love 
you, Billy-Bear. 


ob wie ea ee ell eae Me Wee eek eed gt 
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Noble Beast is a Noble Effort 


By KEVIN McCaucuey, I 
A&E Eprror — 


With the release of Noble Beast, his 
fifth solo record, Andrew Bird continues 
to prove that he is a classically trained 
musician with a gift for creating brilliant 
work for the masses. 

Trained in the Suzuki method 
since he was four years old, Bird gradu- 
ated from Northwestern University in 
Chicago with a bachelor’s degree in 
violin performance in 1996. Following 
his time at Northwestern, he formed the 
short-lived group, Andrew Bird’s Bowl of 
Fire, and began gaining prominence as a 
solo artist, breaking into the public con- 
sciousness with the release of Armchair 
Apocrypha in 2007. This January, Bird 
released Nob/e Beast to much critical ac- 
claim and embarked on a 6-month tour 
of North America and Europe--sadly, 
though, the only Boston performance 
was January 30. 

If any contemporary musician 
could claim to have a “unique” sound, 
it is certainly Andrew Bird. Diverging 
from the usual guitar-driven style that 
has dominated rock music since its incep- 
tion, Bird’s “axe of choice” is not an axe at 
all. Instead, Bird makes heavy use of the 
violin in his composing, forming intricate 
rifts that are just as catchy as typical pop 
songs. In performance, he recreates this 
by using a looping pedal, simulating the 
effect of a full orchestra before an audi- 
ence. This is truly, however, a feat that 
can only be appreciated in real life. 

Luckily, Bird’s YouTube channel is 
full of quality examples of this technique. 
Bird’s sound is further characterized by 
melodious whistling, which he also loops 
to form riffs when playing live. In fact, 
in Armchair Apocrypha, Bird frequently 


The 


By CAITLIN Watsu, III 


STAFF WRITER 


In music, “sophomore slump” is 
defined as the failure of a second album 
to live up to the standards set by the 
band’s first album. It is a term narrowly 
avoided and dreadfully feared by rookie 
bands across all musical genres. 

Luckily, The Fray seems to have 
successfully avoided the dreaded “sopho- 
more slump” (unlike Meatloaf, Puff Dad- 
dy, and Hootie and the Blowfish—just to 
name a few). With their self-titled second 
album, The Fray have made themselves 
even more popular with new hits remind- 
ing fans just why they fell in love with 
The Fray in the first place—their piano 
and guitar combination talents, and the 
melancholy, but powerful feeling behind 
their music. 


Pisces (February 19 - March 20) 
Move on; you deserve better than 
what you have now. 


Aries (March 21 - April1g) 
If you look confident, you can pull 
off anything. 


Taurus (April 20 - May 20) 


Once you get it, you will realize it is 


not as great as you thought it was. 


oe 


We pases ax - June 20)" 


i Virgo (August. 3° September 22) 


whistles in place of violin or guitar solos, 
which offers listeners quite an interesting 
experience. 

Noble Beast is a much more re- 
strained record than Bird’s previous 
efforts in this respect, distinct from Arm- 
chair Apocrypha and 2005's 
The Mysterious Production 
of Eggs. By no means is 
Noble Beast mellower than 
Bird’s previous albums, 
though. The soaring riffs 
and catchy eienkee: sim- 
ply have been substituted 
for carefully constructed 
melodies and more ab- 
stract, but still passion- 
ately delivered lyrics. Bird 
also further diversifies his 
unique sound on this 
new record, throwing in 
the occassional clarinet, 
flute, or saxophone along- 
side his typical arsenal of 
instruments, producing a 
much more broad-rang- 
ing style. 

While Andrew 
Bird’s previous releases 
have had a general tone, 
not difficult to perceive 
based on the first hand- 
ful of songs, Noble Beast 
is a much more complex 
creature. From the joie 


flow to them. 

The opening head-bopper, “Oh 
No,” describing the unity of “harmless 
sociopaths” is definitely a highlight of the 
album, as is “Not a Robot, But a Ghost,” 
which laments a breakup Bird recently 


IT’S A BIRD! IT’S A PLANE! NO, IT’S A NOBLE BEAST. 


cord, it does not dazzle listeners as Bird 

has done with his recent releases. The 

recording simply does not have the same 

catch, but this is not a problem with the 

songs themselves. In performance, An- 

drew Bird and his touring band breathe 
a vitality into the 
album, which he 
performs almost 
in its entirety, 
that is not found 
in the album. 
Standing onstage, 
plucking a vio- 
lin with a guitar 
slung behind his 
back, holding a 
glockenspiel mal- 
let, and working 
the looping ped- 
als with his feet 
as he sings, An- 
drew Bird is the 
quintessence of 
effective multi- 
tasking and raw 
energy. 

Noble Beast 
probably could 
= have been better 

“produced, but it 
2 is still completely 
worth a listen. 
§ With his engag- 
“ing stage pres- 


de vivre of “Fitz and Diz- 

zyspells” to the sighing melancholy of 
“Effigy,” Noble Beast’s sound swings back 
and forth between an upbeat, carefree 
spirit and a morose, contemplative mood. 
If anything, Bird’s new album could be 
described as organic; the songs sound 
more like they were recorded in a barn 
than in a studio and have a very natural 


Fray Finds 


The success of their first album— 
How To Save A 
Life—was over- 
whelming, but was 
still welcomed by 
the band. How- 
ever, for some, 
the popularity of 
a first album can 
be self-condemn- 
ing as living up to 
high standards is 
never easy. None- 
theless, the second 
time around, The 
Fray maintained 
their original 
sound, with added 


went through. However, be sure to keep 
a dictionary at hand when listening: Bird 
likes to write songs around words he’s fas- 
cinated by, such as salsify and facsimile. If 
you want to, support the arts and buy the 
album with that money you were going 
to spend on an SAT prep course. 

While Nodle Beast is a quality re- 


ence, brilliant in- 
genuity, and incredible technical ability, 
Andrew Bird’s best work is still ahead 
of him. Having gained more critical and 
popular recognition with Noble Beast, he 
is likely to become a big name in music 
within the next couple of years. Defi- 
nitely check him out, and you will in no 
way be disappointed. 


Familiar Sound 


The album starts off with a more 
uptempo num- 
ber for the 
band, “Syndi- 
cate,” which has 
a strong intro 
that remains 
powerful with a 
hint of sadness. 
As the album 
continues, like 
a story does, I 
personally felt 
smore and more 
morose as it 
went on—but in 
6a delightful way, 
= where I cannot 


LIFE 


strength, and as 
a result, have made it to the top of the 
charts. 


because you have to. 


‘Cancer (jane 3 a1 July 22 
Be aware of your surr undings — 


before making : a move. 


Leo (July 23 - August oy : 
If you regret it, say so. You just. 
might be able to Be it back. 


get enough. 
“Never Say Never” and “Ungodly 
Hour” are two of the album’s strongest 


and deepest songs. My favorite though, 
“Happiness”—ironically a dolorous- 
sounding song—is a lovely acoustic song 
to close the album. If you were looking 
for a more creative song, with a more 
ambitious sound and a wider variety of 
instruments, “We Build Then We Break,” 
is the band’s adventure into a new style 
and is also a highlight of the album. It 
may not be not the best number, but 
certainly worth a listen. Frankly, the 
whole album is certainly worth a listen 
and the money. 

Other listeners may find it discour- 
aging that the band has stuck to a familiar 
sound—but The Fray shines, sticking to 
what they know. Overall, The Fray defi- 
nitely avoided the “sophomore slump,” 
continuing to create heartfelt ballads 
instead of over-ambitiously expanding 
their sound. 
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The Official Argo Crossword 


Be Jann] sensor] 


Across 


1. Acceptable; a ticket requiring pay- 
ment 

2. Iracy Morgan plays this character on 30 
Rock: Tracy ___ 

3. This character died and came back to 
life on Lost 

5. New Zealand species of parrot 

6. This psychic pokemon only evolves 
by trade 

7. Unit currency in Russia 

9. Capital of South Korea 

10. German soft drink 

tu. One of four Little Women 

13. This person has hosted SNL the most 
times 

17. Official end of a boxing match 

19. Recent site of 2008 Chinese earth- 
quake 

22. Freddie Mercury’s real surname 

23. 40-all in tennis 

25. 14th letter of the Greek alphabet 


4 a id 
Beers re | 
eget Spo) 
ABR RE Sa 


30. Sodium hydroxide 
33. Soon, to Cicero 
34. A castle; a member of the crow fam- 
ily 

36.Harvard and MIT bookstore 

37. First Latin American colony to receive 
independence 

38. South Asian country; also, a famous 
hip-hop producer 

39. The most common surname in the 
world 

40. German advocate of realpolitik; also, 
a tasty pastry 

42. New York Yankees outfielder since 
2006 

45. Pregnant Office saleswoman 

46. BLS English Department Head 

47. To give, in Spanish 

48. Hide and Seek singer Imogen 


| fe] | | | see 


Sudokus 


Bests 


Down 


1. Inventor of the Model T that has re- 
cently filed for bankruptcy 

2. Friday the 13th villain: Voorhees 
3. This kind of acid fills your muscles dur 
ing exercise : 

4. England’s first Prime Minister 

8. Mumbai was formerly called 

11. Reigning king of Spain: 
12. Founder of Apple 

14. Ancient Egyptian sun god; a province 
of Fiji 

15. Rapper and Law & Order: SVU star 
16. All-Asian crew on ABCD 

18. Slumdog Millionaire Best Original Song 
20. BLS chemistry teacher 

21. Drop it like it’s ___ 

24. Winner of the 2009 Academy Award 
for Best Actress 

26. If you catch me at the border, I’ve got 
these in my name 

27. CNN “silver fox” reporter 


Carlos 


28. 24-year feopardy! host 

29. One of two Argo layout editors 

31. These parts of Shakira’s body don’t 

lie 

32. An organelle found only in eukaryotes: 
apparatus 

33. SI system; also, a Canadian indie 

band 

35. A 26-state military alliance, formed 

in 1949 

36. An announcement of the King under 

imminent attack 

39. Vietnam Veterans Memorial archi- 

tect 

41. Only female American Iron Chef 

43. Lebanese British pop singer 

44. Pop, lock and 


Diabolical 
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Spotlight 
Ryan Byrne 


By Joun GALOFARO, 1. 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER [ 


Since the day I met Ryan: or Mr. 
Reliable, as some like to call him, I knew 


that we were going to be great friends be- 


cause we had so many things in common. 


I soon realized that he excelled 
thing, whether it was scoring o 


or scoring with the chicks. If you do nae 


know who Ryan is, just look for the studly 
senior with an ear-to-ear mile, throwing 


responded, a true magician r 
his secrets.” 


Ryan isa avy talented hockey player 


and I have been lucky enough to play 


alongside him at Boston Latin School for / 
five years, With hands like Michael J. Fox 
and the speed of a fat three-legged dog, 


it was no wonder why he was elected as 
captain in his junior year and later was rec- 
ognized as a Dual County League / All-Star. 


Ryan’s athletic ability extends beyond the - 
rink. Most people may not know this, but. 


Ryan is an extremely talented sailor, often 
compared to Christopher Columbus and 
Ferdinand Magellan. When I asked Ryan 


why he started sailing, he replied, “After 


seeing my fellow classmate, Desmond 
McHugh (D, play a pirate in the eighth 


grade play Peter Pan, I was immediately 
inspired to become a sailor” Ryanisam 


outstanding sailor and is a major asset to 


the BLS Sailing team. This past summer, 


he was ranked second i in ee Grand — 
down at the Cape. 


Ryan has spent his ne ah his 


family since he was young at Cape Cod, 


where he and his brother, Jesse, have not 
only ruled the seas, but also the ladies on 


the beach. He describes “the picking-up 


chicks routine” in the following way: “It’s 


as easy as taking candy hom babies, the 
good-looking babies that is.” 

There is more to Ryan, a 
than his natural athletic ability. He is 
easily one of the smartest people that I 


know. I honestly cannot think of a time - 


when I have seen Ryan make a mistake in 


the classroom. He is a member of the Na- 


tional Honor Society, and I have no doubt 


that he has received Approbation every 


term since the seventh grade, except for 
one term where conduct kept him off. It 


is known, however, that Joseph Barry (I) is 


to blame for that blemish on Ryan’s aca- 
demic career. He hopes to continue his 


academic studies next year at a college 
close to home: some of his choices are 
"Boston College, | Boston University, and the 
University of Massa setts at Amherst. 
When us asked his gies oe how 
: sha , they replied, 


SPORTS 
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Girls Look Forward to Future 


BY LAUREN Doran, 1 
COonTRIBUTING WRITER 


In the words of the illustrious Joe 
Dirt, “You gotta keep on keepin’ on.” With 
a less-than-satisfactory 
2008-2009 season coming 
to a close over February 
vacation, this is exactly what | 
the Boston Latin School | 
Girls’ Hockey team needs | 
to do. 

Finishing up with a © 
record of 8-10-4, the team 
failed to qualify for the 
State tournament by only 
two points--merely one win. 
But “failing” is the farthest 
thing from what this team 
actually did. With the loss 
of five talented members | 
from the Class of 2008, the 
BLS girls were left with a 
young and slightly inexpe- 
rienced team. But led by 
captains Stefani McGrath 
(D and Siobhan Elvin (1), 


CAPTAINS 


sheer strength of a raging bull, Elvin 
played on her head nearly every game and 
set a strong example for underclassmen 
Michaela Clark (VD) and Liz Lomuscio 
(VI), who look to succeed Elvin in 2010. 


ir r 


nated from States with three games 
left, the Latin team figured that going 
down without a fight is no way to end 
any season. After coming back to even 
the score with Concord Carlisle, the 
Latin girls came up 
with a 3-1 win against 
long-time rival, Font- 
bonne Academy, and 
then finished up with 
= a whopping 8-o win 


her final game play- 
ing for BLS, Stefani 
_ McGrath showed no 
_ mercy by tallying an 
amazing five goals and _ 
two assists against a 
team coached by her 
own father. 

While the sea- 
zson’s outcome may 
not have been what 
the team was hoping 
for, the BLS girls are 
Ze) very proud of what 


along with alternate captains Kaitlin 


$ Joyce (I) and myself, the girls’ team highly 


exceeded the expectations of even their 
biggest supporters. 

Before practices began in mid-No- 
vember, the talk of a disappointing season 


_ for Boston Latin had started among sup- 


porters and opponents alike. By practicing 
hard, however, the girls of BLS decided 
that the outcome of the season would 
be the result of their own hard work and 
determination. From the beginning, each 
member stepped up to fulfill her role as 
one of 28 crucial puzzle pieces. 

Since no team is complete without 
solid leadership, it is only appropriate that 
this team would be led by none other than 
Latin’s finest, Siobhan Elvin and Stefani 
McGrath. With catlike reflexes and the 


McGrath, a major contributor with over 
100 points in her high school career, gave 
the team more than her share of offensive 
talent. Along with their off-ice character, 
these girls were the perfect leaders for 
the BLS team. 

Due to firm leadership and strong 
talent, the BLS girls were able to play 
against the best this year. With a 5-0 
win against Westford Academy, the team 
gained the confidence they needed to play 
out the agenda without fear. This led Latin 
straight to a 2-2 tie versus DCL newcomer 
and powerhouse, Arlington High. Despite 
the tie, the BLS girls’ Hockey team was 
pleased with their effort in the game, 
which seemed to be the attitude toward 
the entire season. 

After being mathematically elimi- 


they did accomplish. When asked about 
the way the team handled the season, 
defenseman Olivia Collins (II) said, 
“Although we had our rough patches, 
we exceeded expectations by becoming 
a better team on and off the ice.” This 
seems to be a very important part in 
moving forward for the team. Because 
they are graduating five seniors, they will 
have to become even closer to withstand 
the loss. 

With next year’s seniors leading 
the Wolfpack, the girls’ team should do 
well in the standings. Captain Siobhan 
Elvin should continue to be a brick wall, 
while Olivia Collins will use her speed and 
agility to lead the team on defense. With 
talent like this, I would not count out the 
2009-2010 Girls’ Hockey team just yet. 


Team Wrestles With Adversity 


By Toni SPEICHER, II 
CONTRIBUTING WYROER I ee 


Any average high school student 
can run up and down a court and toss a 
ball around, or slide around on the ice 
and whack a puck with a stick. These 
games are nothing more than child’s ed: 
It takes a true ath- 
lete--a dedicated, 
hardworking, per- 
severing individual- 
-to be a wrestler. 
The Boston Latin | 
School Wrestling © 
team is composed 
of only the best 
from our student 
body, and is perhaps 
the most dedicated 
team around. 

Until recent 
years, wrestling has 
been highly under 
rated at BLS, with 
a small team, few 
fans, and not much 


DESMOND MCHUGH (1) HAS HIS WAY WITH OPPONENT 


2008-2009 school year will be his second 
year as an eighth-grade English teacher 
here at Latin. Coach Gibbons has devel- 
oped the wrestling team from the small 
squad it was seven years ago into the huge 
team that it is today. Assistant Coach Jay 
O’Brien, as well as the indispensable team 
managers, has been helping him these past 


wrestler, referencing the classic Back to the 
Future to give his opinion of this past sea 
son. “Our team has come to age from last 
year, but because of injuries and off-mat 
distractions, we didn’t reach our ultimate 
goal of making it to the team state tourna 
ment, “ he added. Ogundipe was one of 
the six wrestlers this year to make it to the 
Individual State tournament, along 
with Ezana Girma (II), Mike Gortze 
(ID, Desmond McHugh (D, Sam 
4 Tavares (II), and Sam Brenner (1). 
Tavares and Brenner were the team 
captains for the second year in a row, 
and they have certainly done their _ 
jobs by leading the team through its 
roller coaster ride of a season. 

Despite all the “off-mat dis- 
tractions,” the wrestlers managed 
to come out with several impres- 
sive wins against Acton-Boxboro, 
Weston, Boston College High, Josiah 
Quincy Upper School, Burke and An- 
: dover. This season has also produced 
ba Dual County League champion, 
Esenior captain Sam Brenner, who 
Ewill be competing in the All-State 
tournament in Salem. 


support. Over the 
past few years, however, the team has 
grown froma group of a mere 20 boys into 
an intensive program of nearly 50 serious 
male and female athletes. That’s right, 
this year’s team included not only the 
largest number of male student-athletes to 
date, but also four very dedicated female 
athletes. 

The growth of the team and the 
program is due to the work of Coach Jef 
frey Gibbons. This past season concluded 
his seventh year as head coach, and the 


seven seasons. When asked about how 
this past season went, Coach Gibbons 
simply stated that it ended “not as well 
as it should have.” Unfortunately, due to a 
number of injuries and off-the-mat issues, 
the season ended rather roughly despite 
their strong start. 

“T wish I had Michael J. Fox on 
speed dial because there were a lot of 
things that I would like to change in the 
past about this wrestling season,” said Ola- 
jide Ogundipe (ID), this year’s 112-pound 


Although the BLS Wrestling team 
may not win every match, or get the 
most fans at their meets, it has always 
been a great group of student-athletes 
who work hard and have fun together. 
Wrestling is an extremely tough sport, 
both on and off the mat. If a BLS student 
can make it through a season like this 

one, they can make it through pretty 
much anything. Quoting Greg McQuaid 
(D, “We might not have won the hand, but 
we sat down and finished the game.” 


* promise. They had the 


Boston Latin School Argo 


SPORTS 


SenES 17 


Probléemes au Paradis 


By MARSHALL CALDERA, I 
____Seaaes Berto 


While they would get eliminated 
in the second round by the Philadelphia 
Flyers, Les Canadiens de Montreal, had a 
lot to be excited about coming into the 
2008-2009 season. They displayed a great 
team the previous year, one of grace and 
speed. They coasted to a No. 1 seed in the 
east and, despite such 
staggering accolades, 
showed even more 


second coming of ‘St. 
Patrick’ in Carey Price, 
winger Alex Kovalev 
had his best year in the 
bleu, blanc et rouge, 
and scorers Robert 
Lang and Alex Tanguay 
were added. 

Perhaps the most 
exciting fact about this 
season was that the 
team would be celebrat- 
ing its centennial. For 
100 years, Montreal has 


how about 10 Hall of Famers in the 1970’s 
ALONE. If you think we had it bad last 
year by losing our regular season games 
to the Habs, then thank the hockey gods 
you didn’t experience losing three straight 
Stanley Cup Finals to them in the 50’s, 
and three straight playoff series to them 
in the 70’s. 

All of this excitement would only 
further expectations of young goaltender 


record is a dismal 18-12-6. And when your ~ 


net-minder plays bad, your team plays bad, 
since the Canadiens are only two points 


ee. spotlight 
Katherine Walsh 


above being in ninth place and out of the / ‘ é 


playoff picture. 


Another part of the team’s downfall — 
is the play, or rather lack of play, of star _ 


Alex Kovalev. The smooth winger has 


only 14 goals this season, and was given __ 


time off by Gainey, raising the suspicions _ 


that Kovaley had lost interest 


When Kovaley is on the ice, his 


atheists to believe in heaven. But 
when he’s off, his nonchalant style 
frustrates his coaches and fans. 


offense have left such a hyped 
season in doubt. 
The straw that broke the 


[3 mid-February with the rumor that 
soon the French-speaking newspa- 


enjoyed the hockey glory that has brought 
it 24 Stanley Cups, and the great careers 
of Guy Lafleur, Maurice Richard, Jean 
Beliveau, Ken Dryden and, of course 
Patrick Roy. 

Late in the season, this centennial 
would never be forgotten, but for all the 
wrong reasons. You can see why many en- 
visioned Lord Stanley’s return to Montreal 
and also why this season was so important. 
Ifyou think the Yankee fans would go nuts 
celebrating their rooth season, multiply 
that by 1,000 and you have the right idea. 


_As great the Yankee’s history is in baseball, 


it is no match to Les Habitantes and their 
history. You want to hear domination? 
How about 16 championships since 1952, 


Laying Down the 


By Sancuay JAIN, II 


Starr WRITER 


The Boston Latin School Indoor 
Track team has routinely been one of 
the hardest working teams in the school. 
Practices are held daily, and usually consist 
of running, running, and...you guessed it, 
running. There are also special events 
such as throwing and jumping, but 
these participants are also on one of the 
two running components. The athletes 
are constantly pressured to improve 
their individual performances in order 
to bring glory to the Wolfpack. 

The track team is essentially 
composed of two parts, distance-run- | 
ning and sprinting. The distance team 
is coached by the experienced Michael 
Meagher. The team participates in 
the competitive Dual County League, 
which is notorious for its exceptional 
distance runners. “The DCL is the 
most competitive girls distance running 
league in the region, as in New England. 
Lincoln-Sudbury and Newton South 


Carey “Jesus” Price. The British Columbia 
native stunned all Canadians when he led 
their national junior team to gold on top 
of a 6-0 record, two shutouts, stupendous 
0.961 save percentage, and insane goals 
against average of 1.14. After the tourney, all 
of Quebec was salivating over the thought 
of him reaching the NHL. Price basked 
in the hype when he was called up to the 
show, so much that it prompted Gainey 
to hand him the reins and trade his more 
experienced goalie in Cristobal Huet. But 
this is where this prophecy hits the brakes, 
as Price would falter in the playoffs, even 
more so this season, by giving up five or 
more goals a whopping seven times. His 
save percentage is hardly over 0.900 and his 


stronger, both in numbers and experience. 
Aside from Mello and Hunt, notable run- 
ners include captains Claire Ruff (1) and 
Cyrus Liu (1), as well as Elza Lambergs 
(IID, and Leanna Ehrlich (ID). At the same 
time, the distance team has been building 
up underclassmen runners to compete in 
the years to come. 


sc 
BLS "RUFFS" UP THE COMPETITION __ 


per La Presse would break a huge story involv- 
ing the team’s players who would make one 
of the “darkest days in Canadiens history.” 
The story ended up pinning brothers 
Andrei and Sergei Kostitsyn, along with 
teammate Roman Hamrlik, to a local 
mobster Pasquale Mangiola. The paper 
also had revealing pictures of their over-ex- 
cessive partying, which included drugs and 
alcohol. Rewind the clocks to October 
and no one could have seen this coming. 
A year full of distractions, disarray, and 
poor chemistry have led to where they are 
now, in the midst of one of the most disap- 
pointing seasons in franchise history. And 
as a Bruins’ fan, you can’t wipe the smirk 
off my face. 


Track 


done in many years,” commented sprint- 
ing captain Matt Cronin (ID). 

Equally historic was the perfor- 
mance of the girls’ 4x200 meter relay 
team, which came in second place at the 
Division I meet. Consisting of Brooks, 
Grant, Alexandra Williams (II), and Ta- 
mika Reid (ID, the relay team put up the 


qualify for Nationals. Grant, 


later due to some disagree- 
ments with the coach, still 
managed to finish fourth in 
the 55 at Divisionals. 


self. Her style is “intense at 
times,” but highly effective, 
as she “pushes the team hard 


” 
=mancesl, 


ee Lahens (1), whose injury at 


have nationally ranked girls distance 
teams,” commented captain Mai Hunt 
(ID. Despite this, the team has managed 
to perform well, especially in the relay 
events. “Our best meet would probably 
have been State Relays or Elite Relays,” 
said Hunt. In the Division I meets held 
recently, the girls were able to finish 
in fourth place overall, behind Lincoln 
Sudbury, Newton South, and Haverhill. 
Meanwhile, Kathleen Mello (III) stood 
out, taking sixth place in the 1o00-meter 
race. 

The distance team is becoming 


_ Meanwhile, the sprinting team has 
really begun to blossom. Last year, Olivia 
Grant (II) went to the Nationals in New 
York to compete in the 55-meter dash. 
This year, a large contingent of sprint- 
ers are headed for Nationals. They are 
led by Meisha Brooks (II), who won the 
300-meter race at the DCL and Division 
I level and is currently Massachusetts’ 
No. 1 ranked sprinter at this distance. 
She has also been able to excel in several 
other distances. “She qualified for States 
in four events, something that hasn't been 


the beginning of the season left Cronin 
as the only male sprinter returning to the 
varsity level this season. Performances 
by Tomasz Starus (II), Sean He (1), and 
Chin Chu (ID), however, alleviated the 
potential devastating loss, while Cronin 
represented the boys at the Division I 
level. 

With the All-State and National 
meets coming up soon, the BLS track 
team is satisfied with its performance thus 
far, and is eagerly anticipating the chal- 
lenges that lay ahead in future seasons. 


puck handling skills can inspire — 


This combined with the lackluster thi 
powerplay (Gainey would really y 
like Souray and Streit back right 
about now), poor coaching and | 


camel’s back probably came during : 


best time in school history to | 
to a BLS irls ae tball | program, 
whose season began a little 
_ parent in Katie’s everyday life, she also has 


The sprinting team e 
is led by Coach Taylor, a 
professional runner her | 


{towards their best perfor — 
remarked one as 
= sprinter. The team has also’; 
be had to deal with adversity, Ke 

BB especially the loss of Marvell Kati a 
fam. When Katie! is given an assignment, s 
_ she somehow understands it and can just 


in the team and was blaming his __ 
teammates for the team’s woes. ~ 


yu need to be determined!” If 
herine Louse Waish, thea 


‘Though sports and academics are ap- 


a love for the elderly. She takes two hours 


a Whether it is watching 
aa ae or simple 


In tobes of ae a doce 
Katie Walsh has taken many courses at 
Boston Latin Schoo! to prepare her for 
>. She has taken classes such 


do it. When she told me she wanted to be 


_a doctor, I could only imagine what pa- 
"tient could be lucky enough to have such 


a determined > woman as their doctor!” 
Throughout my years at BLS, I have 


ar met a more dedicated student than Ka- 


tie. Being friends with Katie has made my 
Boston Latin School experience worthwhile, 
Whether it is hunting in the hallway for 


_ that special someone or spending the entire 


winter season with her, I know I will always 


have a friend in Katherine Louise Walsh. 
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Hitting 


BY Eu Horrman, Te 
STAFF WRITER 


Despite 
their fans have 


breaking end to the 2008 season, the Red Sox organization and 
o look forward to in 2009. 

yx did not make a whole lot of noise in the off-season in terms of 
hitting. They did,} jowever, sign free agent outfielder and New England native Rocco 
Baldelli toa one-year deal, He-can: ay,outfield position, and, known for his blazing 
after. He has shown that he has the talent 
whether he can stay healthy. 
season was whether they would 
, Jason Varitek. Varitek did not 
.220 with 13 home runs and 43 
batted less than .255. 


impress any % 


RBI’s, mak 


V; e.” Although I respect the guy 
and e¥ has to be drawn somewhere. 
His tale all a game usually makes up 


average-hitting catcher who 
t but calls a great game. The 
yne-year, $5 million deal. 

t year’s, with the exception of 
ity this off-season. Leading off 
avid Ortiz, 1B Kevin Youkilis, 


centerfielder 
is CF Jacoby 
RF JD Drew, 


replacing Crisp. Hi 
coming off an MVP sea 


Youkilis Should also continue b 
which he finished third in 
fans, but should be a a soli 


f his career. Fos Bard will most 
fan should expect anything out 


‘in the MLB in team batting averages 
of Manny for half the season. Just imagine? 

tire off-season to gel and forget the entire Mannyg 
is Red Sox lineup will be the best in baseball this year. 


CHRISOLEA' 


By LAUREN ANDERSON, RENE Cincinnati Bengals 
Reyes, & Micuaet Markt, I Michael Crabtree, WR, Texas 
SPORTS Ebrrors & Conrrisut TING WRITER 4 Tech 

With the annual National Football O d Raiders 


League Combine over and the NFL Draft + 
just a couple of months away; many teams 
are cleaning out their roster to make room 
for the rookie class of 2009. There has 


BF. Raji, DT, Boston College 


been much emphasis on where superstars g aA los 
like Georgia’s Matthew Stafford, Wake Mississi Teak 
Forest’s Aaron Curry, and Texas Tech’s CR ad 
Michael Crabtree will end up, as well as Green Bay Packers 
which NFL teams need the most helpand 9. ¢ } Malcolm Jenkins, CB, Obio 
where. We decided that we would ease all State 


of the school’s pondering and tell you who 


we think will end up where. 
San Francisco 49ers 


iL, ' Mark Sanchez, QB, USC 
Detroit Lions 


Jason Smith, OT, Baylor 


Buffalo Bills 
ah i II. gH Everette Brown, DE/OLB, 
St. Louis Rams Florida State 
Eugene Monroe, OT, UVA 
im Kansas City Chiefs TienverRicncde 
Aaron eo, oe Wake Rey Maualuga, ILB, USC 
ores. 


a Seattle Seahawks 
ont) Andre Smith, OT, Alabama 


Washington Redskins 
Tyson Jackson, DE, LSU 
5. Cleveland Browns 
t Brian Orakpo, DE/OLB, New Orleans Saints 
= Texas 14. Vontae Davis CB. Higa 


SPORTS 
Sox Spring Review 
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Pitching 


By EVAN PICARIELLO, iF 
Starr: WRITER 


In baseball, pitching win: 
in their 2004 and 2007 Wof! 
dously strong as well as 
of hurlers only becomin, 

The starting rotat 
Lester, Josh Beckett, Ti 
add newly acquired vet 
a 3-2 record in six gam 
was shortened due to in 
Smoltz had a combined 4 

Older than most of 
Major League season in 2 
than the Atlanta Braves. 
Penny this season. In 2007, 
tumultuous year for him. TI 
Sox pitcher. As new membe 
to help the Red Sox get back 

The returning 


} season forecasts this solid group 


include returning pitchers Jon 
ke Matsuzaka. The Sox will also 
Itz. Last year, Smoltz only held 
da 2.57 ERA in a season that 
seasons (2005-2007), however, 
ERA. 

Smoltz will be pitching in his 21st 
st time pitching for a team other 
led highly coveted pitcher Brad 
a 4.57 ERA. 2008 was a 
o bounce back as a Red 
y and Smoltz will try 


rangers to baseball fans 
pitchers in baseball, es- 


pecially in the postseason expe 
record of 48-28 and an ERA of 
rebound from a 12-10 season ant 
in 2009. Lester, the miracle pi 


this season. - 
ipelbon. Papelbos 
all control of the role 
season, Papelbon aims 


pos 
has been 
in 2006. L 


1M 


As long as the Red Sox have strong pitching to anchor the team, there should’ 
be no reason that the Red Sox cannot make it back to the World Series in 2009. 


SAWXBLOG: col 


Argo's 2009 NFL Mock Draft 


15. Houston Texans 24. Atlanta Falcons 
; Brian Cushing, OLB, USC Clint Sintim, DE/OLB, 
Virginia 
San Diego Chargers eter ¢ 
James Laurinaitis, ILB, 25 Miami Dolphins 
Ohio State ' Eben Britton, OT, Arizona 
New York Jets Baltimore Ravens 
Chris "Beanie" Wells, RB, 26. Alphonso Smith, CB, Wake 
Ohio State " ered 
Chicago Bears . ’ 
Jeremy Maclin, WR, Indianapolis Colts: 
Missouri DJ. Moore, CB, Vanderbilt 


¢ Tampa Bay Buccaneers wo Philadelphia Eagles: 
Knowshon Moreno, RB, 28. ff af’ Peria Jerry, DT, Ole Miss 
Georgia {6 
Sake New York Giants 
Detroit Lions: 
Larry English, DE/OLB 
ees Me ae RB, Northern Illinois 
Philadelphia Eagles: : 
Brandon Pettigrew, TE, Tennessee Titans 
Oklahoma St. Hakeem Nicks, WR, UNC 
Nituncaben Villines Arizona Cardinals 
: LeSean McCoy, RB, 
Darius Heyward-Bey, WR, earch 
MD ittsburg, 
New England Patriots Pittsburgh Steelers 
23. SF taron Maybin, DE/OLB, William Beatty, OB, 
Penn State Connecticut 
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Boys Come Up Just Short 


By Grec Mcquaw, I. 


STAFF WRITER _ 


As winter comes to a close, the Bos- 
ton Latin School Boys’ Hockey team is also 
finishing their season. After an exciting 
three months, the Wolfpack could not quite 
pull off qualifying for the 
state tournament, coming up 
short by one game. The team 
missed their ultimate goal ina 
43]loss to Plymouth Southin & 
the last game of the season. 

The captains of the 
Wolfpack Hockey team, who 
are also known as “The Three 


BOYS HOCKEY READY FOR ANYTHING 


being an aggressive player. Recognized as one 
of the most talented players in the DCL, he 
also holds two league records. Byrne spent 
the most time in the penalty box and was the 
only player ever to take off his skate and try 
to stab somebody. “What can I say, the kid 
just can’t stay away from the box,” said head 

Coach 


Amibros,” consist of Ryan Byrne (1), John 
Galofaro (I) and Justin Evangelista (ID). 
Byrne has played alongside Galofaro for 
five years and the two have a true chemistry 
together known as “bromance.” 

‘Two-year captain Ryan Byrne is well- 
known around the Dual County League for 


A-Choke. A-Fraud. Now A-Roid. 


By Ricarpo A. SANcuez, II 
STAFF Wrirer 


As of late, Alex Rodriguez seemed to 
have it all. Being the highest paid player in 
baseball, “A-Rod” has made a name for him- 
self in the sports world. But what comes to 
mind when we think of Alex Rodriguez? 
“Greatest hitter of our gencrativin” “Th 
Next Homerun King.” “First Ballot Hall- 
of-Famer.” These are some of the things 
you might have heard when talking about 
Alex Rodriguez last month. Critics and 
_ sportswriters marveled at Rodriguez’s re- 
~-markable feats throughout the years, such 
as a career .306 batting average and 553 
career homeruns, all of which he accom- 
plished under the age of 33. He was on track 
to breaking the all-time homerun record 
and achieving “greatest player of all time” 
status. Today, whenever Alex Rodriguez is 
brought up, only one thing comes to mind, 
steroids. Believe it or not, he used steroids! 
Ifyou are a Yankees fan, frown, but for Sox 
fans, smile and enjoy the moment, because 
A-Rod just gave Red Sox Nation something 
else to laugh at him for. 

In early February, Sports Illustrated re- 
ported that Alex Rodriguez tested positive 
for two types of anabolic steroids in 2003, 
his final season with the Texas Rangers. 
It came as a shock to the baseball world, 
and it did not take long for the report to 
be confirmed by Rodriguez himself. Later, 
during an interview with ESPN, Rodriguez 


By ZACH REGAN, I 


CONTRIBUTING WRITER 


_ With spring right around the cor 
ner, the halls of Boston Latin School will 
soon be flooded with Red Sox shirts, 
jerseys and other apparel. Winter is not 
over yet, though, as there is plenty of 
hockey left to be played. Coming off a 
dramatic playoff push last year against the 
Canadiens, the Boston Bruins hit their 
stride in the 2008-2009 season and have 
not looked back since. With the addition 
of Michael Ryder and rookie sensation 
Blake Wheeler, the B’s have some new 
firepower, all stacked into a solid second 
line, accompanied by playmaker David 
Krejci. With a couple of good Scorers, a 
strong goalie rotation consisting of Tim 
Thomas and Manny Fernandez, and All- 
Stars Marc Savard and Captain Zdeno 
Chara, the Black and Gold have proved 
that they are one of the elite teams in the 
National Hockey League. 


ba also 
gets frustrated by his excessive penalties. 
Perhaps the most experienced of the 
three captains is John-John “Scary Dude” 
Galofaro, who had to obtain a waiver to 
play prior to the start of the season due to 
the league’s age limit. When asked about his 
feelings on the crushing defeat by Plymouth 


admitted to using the banned substances 
from 2001 to 2003. He said in the inter- 
view that he used the steroids because he 
felt “an enormous amount of pressure to 
perform.” He would later hold a press con- 


ference, in which he stated that he and a - 


cousin of his purchased the steroids in the 
Dominican Republic, and that baseball was 


LD We Sent 
culture” 
back then 
and that it 
was “very | 
loose.” 
Now 
what exact- 
ly did Alex 
Rodriguez | 
cause by 
admitting | 
to having | 
used ste- 
roids? He's § 
provided a ~~~ 
huge distraction for the New York Yan- 
kees, putting them in a situation similar to 
what Barry Bonds and the San Francisco 
Giants not too long ago. The face of ste- 
roids has changed yet again; going from 
Barry Bonds, to Roger Clemens and now 
to Alex Rodriguez. Rodriguez has a handful 
of problems, ranging from being punished 
by the MLB to possible having to testify 
before Congress regarding steroid use. 
Finally, Alex Rodriguez proved to everyone 


have the Bruins started 
eS, they have also re- 
rt of their fans. Boston 
ies with the toughest 
sports fi s, esp cially if a team cannot 
bring home a championship. Many fans 
were lost due to the | 2004-2005 NHL 
Lockout, in. th 
strike. After 
Bruins seemed to fade away, and hockey 
became.an underground sport in Bos- 
ton. Now that the B’s are winning again, 
however, there has been’a surge in the 
amount of attention they receive. Going 
to a game at the Garden is notas easy as 
it used to be. The building is filled every 
game, especially ones against division or 
conference rivals. Tickets are no longer 
easy to come by. Even around BLS, there 
are more students talking about the game 
that they went to or the fight that broke 

out on TV. Students are showing off their 
player shirts and j jerseys. This Bruins team 
has given its fans new hope. 


eT ES Esa ae eel aS 


a) etebat hockey, the 


South, John-John responded, “I got into 
UMass Lowell.” 

Seamus McCabe (I) and Jimmy Doo- 
gan (I) have also proven themselves as 
stellar athletes and true weapons for the 


Rivalry 


team this year. Both are magnificent players a 


who figure-skated until the age of thirteen, 


when they switched over to hockey: Seamus 


responded to the emotional loss by saying, — 


“I promised myself I wouldn't cry.” Brendan 


“No Buns” O’Brien (I) also proved to be a 


strong player and veteran leader as well. 

The Boys’ Wolfpack Hockey team has 
certainly improved since last year and there 
is still enough young talent on the team to 
perform well next year. Two up-and-coming 
stars, Keven Cotrone (IV) and Conal Lynch 
(IV), will both be important in seasons to 
come. Although the wounds of their “close 
but no cigar” season may have not healed, the 
boys should hold their heads high because of 
their competitive attitude and intense desire 
to fight until the end. 


that, unfortunately, no one in baseball can 
be trusted. 

You may ask the question, “Why did 
he do it?” The answer is simple, Alex Ro- 
driguez had to be the best. Said Rodriguez, 
“T felt like I had all the weight in the world 
on top of me and I needed to perform and 
perform at a high level every day.” But does 
this justify his steroid 
athlete’s own desire 


_ cheating? No. Alex 
Rodriguez is known 
for being one of the 
most arrogant play- 
ers in baseball. Per 
haps it was his own 
desire to be better 
than everyone else or 


that drove him to use 
steroids. 

He may still 
be considered the “greatest player to play 
the game,” and may very well become 
baseball’s next “Homerun King.” But now 
all his impressive accolades are deserving 
of an asteriks. Alex Rodriguez is a classic 
example of another baseball superstar to 
fall victim to steroids. As for the Hall of 
Fame, only time can tell. His future as a 
Hall of Famer is no longer secure and like 
every other steroid user, A-Roid has left a 
permanent stain on his own legacy. 


| question is whether they 
will be able | to carry their momentum 


“into the playoffs. True fans-know that 


the Bruins have won a division title be- 
fore, only to lose in the first round. With 
about six weeks of the season remaining, 


“it is time for the Black and Gold to prove 


themselves. They have regained respect 
and will be contenders for the Stanley 
Cup: Last year, they were not expected 
to make the playoffs. If they keep playing 
like they have'so farthis year though, who 
knows what can happen. Even if the Bru- 
ins are éliminated in the first round and 
bandwagoners lose interest, nothing will 
change. This team has done something 
special and redeemed themselves. They 
are now a physical threat and a scoring 
powerhouse; leading the East with no 
signs of slowing down. They have givenz 
this generation of hockey fans s¢ ymethings 
to’cheer for and old-timers another taste? 
of the glory days. As Jack Edwards said,s 
“Boston is a Hockeytown again.” z 


a 


to be the best justify | 


his love for attention © 


the 60's, the Celtics won the eight times 


the Celtics have accumulated a total of 
a1 championships, | 


gin 

West. In the 80's, the best 

ter of all time, Celtics legend 

, went up against versatile point 
Earvin "Magic" Johnson, creating 

oments that are still admired today. _ 

The rivalry died down in the 1990's 

of the early twenty-first cen- 

ut it was unexpectedly revived in 
Cals £ Finals. The Lakece aco 
at, while the Big |] Three 


teams have won 31 of 


OL i 
the 62 total NBA championships. The 
_ Celtics hold the advantage 17 to 14. The 
- two teams have met in the Finals 11 times, 
with the Celtics holding a huge edge, nine 
to two. They have clearly demonstrated 
_their dominance over the Lakers in head- 


to-head, "Prime Time" situations. 
At the beginning of the rivalry in 


they met the Lakers in the finals. Overall, 
making the team the 


greatest dynasty the NBA has ever seen. 
In 1984, the matchup was renewed when 


_ the Celtics won a tight seven-game series. 
The Lakers stole the next two Finals 


matchups in 1985 and 1987, before the 
Celtics finally coe their dominance 


in 2008. 


The Bruins... They're Backkkkkkk 


‘The most recent Finals weeny 


between the two. teams resulted in the 


Celtics winning a memorable six-game 
series, which featured fantastic come- 
backs, clutch shooting, great defense and 
extreme intensity. Series MVP Paul Pierce 
led the team throughout their playoff run 
to the Finals. Ray Allen knocked down a 
Finals-record seven 3-pointers in Game 6, 
in which the Celtics blew out the Lakers 
by 39 points to finish off the series. Kobe 
Bryant did his share for the Lakers, but 
it wasn't enough to keep the Celtics from 
dominating yet another part of the famous 
Celtics-Lakers rivalry. 

With the way this season has pro- 
gressed. thus far, another chapter could 
unfold in, arguably, the most historic 


tivalry in sports. Both the Lakers and 
the Celtics remain near the top.of their 
respective conferences and also have the 
firepower to get back to the NBA Finals 


for the second year in a row. Which team 
The Lakers have won 
both regular season matchups, but can 
they seal the deal? History, the Big Three, 
and the Celtics beg to differ. 


will be able to do so? 
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By René REYEs, I 


Sports Epitor 


A Texas high school girls’ basketball 
team on the winning end of a 100-0 game 
did not have a good feeling in the pit of 
their stomachs after they demolished 
Dallas Academy. Now, officials from the 
Covenant School say they are trying to 
do the right thing by asking for a forfeit 
because “a victory without honor is a 
great loss.” 

Kyle Queal, the headmaster of the 
Covenant School, said, “It is shameful 
and an embarrassment that this hap- 
pened. This clearly does not reflect a 
Christlike and honorable approach to 
competition.” 

The private Christian school de- 
feated Dallas Academy 100-0 on January 
13. Covenant was up 59-0 at halftime, and 
then 88-o after the third-quarter, but the 
scoring didn’t stop there. 

A parent who attended the game 
said that Covenant continued to make 
3-pointers, even in the fourth quarter. 
She added that spectakors and an assistant 
nearea toc poms: ee eG 

Dallas Academy coach, Jeremy 
Civello, told The Dallas Morning News, 
“Covenant finally eased up when they, got 
to 100 with about four minutes left.” 


Dallas Academy has eight girls on 
its varsity team and about 20 girls in its 
high school. They are winless over the 
last four seasons. The Academy boasts 
its small class sizes and specializes in 
teaching students struggling with short 
attentions spans and dyslexia. 

This is where the story 
gets a lot more interesting. 

Not only is Dallas Acad- 
emy going to be credited with 
its first victory in four years, 
but the Covenant School 
fired coach Micah Grimes 
after he posted on a website 
that he disagreed with school 
officials, who had publicly 
apologized for the team’s | 
100-0 victory over Dallas 
Academy. I don’t condone 
Grimes for all that he did, 
such as full-court pressing or 
turning the game into a lay- 


Losing 100 - 0 = Win? 


the media. 

The media blew this story out of 
proportion, even though Dallas Acad- 
emy has already lost games this season 
by scores of 55-6, 66-4, and 497. Is there 
just something special about the num- 
ber 100? What would have happened if 


“TEAM ALL SMILES AFTER 100-0 LOSS 


They have appeared on ABC’s Good 
Morning America, CBS’s Saturday Early 
Show, and NBC’s Today Show. They even 
got an invitation from Dallas Mavericks 
owner, Mark Cuban, to see a NBA game 
from his suite. 

It took the Boston Latin School 
Boys’ Soccer team 14 games 
and the BLS Football team 
until Thanksgiving to get their 
first W. If we had known we 
would get our first win by let- 
ting our opponents score goal 
after goal, touchdown after 
touchdown, we would have al- 
lowed it to happen. Then, the 
following things would have 
occurred: 

A.) The media would see 
@— the score in The Boston Globe, 
E and once again blow the game 
iout of proportion. 

: B.) Acton-Boxboro or 
Lincoln Sudbury officials would 


up drill, but he should have 
put in his subs and maintained the rules 
of sportsmanship. I do find it ridiculous, 


however, that a coach lost his job over — 


' Who is to blame for this whole 
situation? Is it Micah Grimes? Covenant 
School players? Is the Dallas Academy 
team to blame for being so overmatched? 
Actually, it’s none of the above. Blame 


Dallas Academy had lost 90-0? Would it 
have made any difference? Several Dallas 


1 ob te cre 1055 MN 
emu nla 
sede and said they felt frustrated during 


the game but also that it was a learning 
opportunity. 

While the Covenant School strug- 
gles with their guilt, the Dallas Academy 
Bulldogs have gained national attention. 


issue a public apology and seek a forfeit. 
We would become the rage of televi- 
sion networks and emerge as America’s 
sweethearts. 


If it’s that easy to get a win, and 


become famous at the same time, 
by letting our opponents run up the 
score on us, why didn’t we get the 
memo? - 


Phelps Acts Like a Dope... Live With It 


By Vimin To, II 


_STari 


Over the last decade, no name has 
been more iconic in professional swim- 
ming than Michael Phelps. He holds 
seven world records and has won a career 
fourteen Olympic gold medals, the most 
by any Olympian. During the 2008 Beijing 
Summer Olympic Games, Phelps brought 
pride and glory to America, bringing 
home an unprecedented eight gold med- 
als. Phelps has undoubtedly established 
himself as one of the best, if not the best, 
professional swimmers in history. 

As of late, however, Michael Phelps 
has been criticized for allegedly smoking a 
bong. On the night of November 6, 2008, 
just weeks after his victories in Beijing, 
Michael Phelps appeared unannounced 
at a house party at the University of 
South Carolina at Columbia. Due to his 
celebrity status, Phelps was the life of 
the party and garnered much attention. 
One thing led to another and it did not 
take long until Phelps’ hands were clasped 
onto that bong, inhaling deeply. The rest 
is (recent) history. 

Now let me first say that I do not 


condone the use of illegal drugs in any way, 
shape or form. What I do not understand, 


however, is why everyone is making such 
a big deal about this. A 23-year-old tak- 
ing a bong hit should not be surprising. 
The fact is that many young people, even 
though they may not be regular users, 
have tried marijuana. What people fail to 


realize is that Michael Phelps is still quite 
young. Like anyone else, he is prone to 
making some bad decisions. This incident 
is just that—a bad decision. 

It is unfair to say that his accomplish- 
ments should be tainted by this decision. 
Numerous media outlets have expressed 
their dismay at Phelps’ mistake, saying he 
tarnished his legacy and sportsmanship. 
Some have gone so far as to say his gold 
medals should be taken away. What really 
disgusts me are headlines such as: “This 
is the astonishing picture which could 
destroy the career of the greatest competi- 
tor in Olympic history.” Michael Phelps 
does not deserve this kind of scrutiny. If 
anyone had been injured in the incident, 
then it would be another story. But he 
didn’t. If he had used banned substances 
in competition, then that would have 
tarnished his image. But a bong hit? Why 
would people go into such a frenzy over 
one picture, when athletes, such as Alex 
Rodriguez, have done so much worse? 
That is just ridiculous. 

Having said this, I do not think this 
event should take anything away from 
Michael Phelps as a positive role model. 
People are so quick to forget everything 


he has done for the sport of swimming 
just because of one episode. Yes, he did 
have a lapse in judgment and smoked 
marijuana in a crowded party. But he has 
owned up to his mistakes and faced the 
consequences responsibly. Phelps has 
publicly apologized for the incident and 
acknowledged that he displayed “behavior 
which was regrettable and demonstrated 
bad judgment.” As a result, Phelps has 
lost endorsements from such companies 
as Kellogg’s and has been suspended for 
three months from USA swimming. 

If there is one thing that this poor 
decision has shown us, it is that Michael 
Phelps, like all of us, is human. He may 
be a world-class swimmer and a fourteen- 
time gold medalist, but he is still imper- 


fect. He makes mistakes like everyone — 


else does. I think a common misconcep- 
tion about Michael Phelps is that all he 
does is eat, sleep, and swim. People do 
not realize that he has a life outside of 
the pool. 

It’s time for people to forget about 
it. He has apologized and promised not 
to let this kind of thing happen again. I 
think Michael Phelps cares enough about 
his fans to keep his promise. 
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